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1.1
Foreword

The purpose of this handbook is to acquaint all members of The
Company of Butchers of the City of York with the history and
background of their ancient guild, the way in which it functions and
how and by whom it is governed.
It is, as the title suggests, a handbook for guidance of the Gild, with a
minimum set of ordinances that have been developed for its good
governance. It does, however, provide an administrative framework
for review and refinement as the years go by. Matters of ‘Custom
and Practice’ have been included so as not to be lost over successive
changes of management and officers.
Members of the Gild should be willing to put forward suggestions for
improvement whilst keeping in mind the traditions of the Company.
Historical content has been drawn from “The York Butchers Gild".
This book can be purchased in soft back, from the Clerk. It is
discussed in section 1.7, ‘Publications of the Company’, in this
handbook.
The word ‘guild’ is used in this handbook to refer to organisations of
this kind in general. By convention of the Company of Butchers of
the City of York, the alternative spelling of ‘Gild’ is used to denote the
Company itself.
Throughout this handbook, the terms of ‘the Company’ (The
Company of Butchers of the City of York) and ‘the Gild’ (The York
Butchers’ Gild) are both used.
Data Protection

The Gild is bound by the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).
The Gild has published a Data Privacy Notice on the Members’ section
of the website.
For the purposes of the GDPR, the nominated ‘Data Processor’ of the
Gild is bound to the role of the Registrar. For any enquiries on the
Gild’s Data Privacy, please contact the Registrar.
Details of any Gild member should be passed on to persons outside of
guild life only with the express permission of the member concerned.
If this handbook is ever lost, and subsequently found, please return
it to the Clerk of The Company of Butchers of the City of York.
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The Company of Butchers of the City of York
The Arms of the Company

The Arms belong to the Worshipful Company of Butchers of the City
of London and are used by the York Gild by their kind permission.
Heraldic Description

‘Azure two poleaxes in saltire or blades inwards or between two
bulls’ heads couped in fesse argent on a chief of a third, a boars’
head couped gules armed or langued azure between two block
brushes vert banded or crest on a wreath or and azure, a bull
with wings addorsed or the head forequarters wings, hoofs, and
tuft of the tail or the hindquarters argent armed gules about the
head a nimbus mantling gules double argent. On either side two
supporters a Bull as in the crest’.
The Motto

The Motto, ‘OMNIA SUBJECISTI SUB PEDIBUS OVES ET BOVES’ is taken
from Psalm 8, verses 6 and 7
(see section 2.1)

Objects of the Company
One

The provision of fellowship amongst Master Butchers
and members of Allied Trades and Professions

Two

The preservation of the historic institution of
The Company of Butchers of the City of York,
and in so doing,
to maintain its ancient traditions and ceremonies

Three

The provision of funds for such charitable purposes as
The Company may from time to time decide upon,
and to manage the Charitable Trust of the Company
Legal Status

The Worshipful Company of Butchers of the City of London is one of
the London Livery Companies. It has been a guild by Right of Charter
since 1605. The York Company is a guild by Municipal Licence only.
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1.3
Correspondence Address of The Gild

General correspondence should be addressed to:
The Clerk,
The Company of Butchers of the City of York,
14, Askam Road,
Bramley,
ROTHERHAM,
S66 3YR
Telephone:

(01709) 701156

E-mail:

clerk@yorkbutchersgild.co.uk

In order for the Clerk to recognise communications regarding Gild
business e-mails to the Clerk should include in the subject box
YORK BUTCHERS GILD (or similar)
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2.1

The Butchers' Prayer

O Lord Jesus Christ, who didst sacrifice thy life for Thy friends,
grant to us, who are Members of the Company of Butchers
of the City of York, the gift of friendship,
and may each one bring his own gifts to enrich it,
so that serving Thee as one body,
we may learn thy glorious craft of living,
and show it forth to our fellow men.
We ask this through Thee who livest and reignest with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, One God, world without end,
Amen.
A Company Grace

The Good Lord has decreed, That life in common we shall hold,
That we shall reverently feed - Upon the beast that we behold.
God bless this meat and dinner/luncheon now
And with Thy grace, Our Company and fellowship endow,
Amen.

¨ This grace was used by The Chaplain, The Reverend David Porter, when

visiting The London Company, who adopted and printed it for their own use.
Psalm 8

O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!
who hast set thy glory above the heavens.
2 Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained
because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the
enemy and the avenger.
3 When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon
and the stars, which thou hast ordained;
4 What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man,
that thou visitest him?
5 For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast
crowned him with glory and honour.
6 Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands;
thou hast put all things under his feet:
7 All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field;
8 The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever
passeth through the paths of the seas.
9 O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!

¨ The Motto of the Arms of the Company is drawn from verses 6 and 7
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A Short History of Guilds, and of Guild Life in York

Guild life can trace its roots back to Saxon times, with the formation of the frithguilds - peace-guilds - brotherhoods formed for religious and social purposes and
for mutual support and protection. They met at regular intervals for feasting.
The Norman invasion apparently changed this structure. It may be that, with the
Normans taking the positions of power (Nobility and Church), the last sphere of
Saxon influence lay in the guilds, now representing the working men - traders and
craftsmen. By at least 1066 there existed the ceapmanne-gildes - the GuildsMerchant - associations formed for protection and regulation of trade and for
mutual support, that later merged with, or assumed, the role of civic government.
In the 12th century, further guilds were formed to unify the members of
individual crafts, trades and industries. These societies provided each for the
maintenance of the customs of its own craft, laid down stringent regulations as to
the quality of the work done and the rate of wages, strove to protect the
workmen from undue competition, punished disobedient members by fine or
expulsion from the brotherhood and controlled entry into the trade through
apprenticeship. The designation ‘Merchant’, added to some guilds in the 15th or
16th centuries, reflected strong international trade interests.
Membership of a Guild, following apprenticeship, was one way of becoming a
Freeman of the city – to become a citizen. Freedom enabled a person to engage in
trade, gave him a voice in the management of the city and the right to vote in
parliamentary elections.
In addition to merchant and craft-guilds, there were also formed guilds for social
and religious purposes such as mutual devotion, charity and the observance of
religious rites. It was quite possible for a craftsman to be a member of such a
guild and his craft-guild. Prominent in York was the Guild of Corpus Christi,
founded in 1408 to do honour to the feast of that name. It had a membership
similar to, or exceeding, the population of the City at that time.
The first reference to a Guild structure in York appears in the Freemen's Rolls of
1272, with thirty-six names that include two citizens, Robert Withenskirtes and
Nich. de Nunnewk, registered as Freemen Butchers. However, there must have
been Freemen before that date as Nicholas of Clifton claimed his Freedom by
patrimony.
Guild organisation and control were by co-operative agreement between the
leading members and the burgesses of the city. Any regulations agreed were
incorporated in the Ordinances of the Guild, and enforced by the Searchers of the
Company. The Butchers’ Gild held sway in matters of hygiene, weights and
measures, meat restricted days and fast periods, and over ‘foreign’ (i.e. non-guild)
butchers. The Gild Searchers operated as overseers for the good of the trade with
powers of search of shops and stalls, of imposition of fines and of application of
correction and punishment.
Standards of workmanship were protected through the apprenticeship system.
In London (1556) the authorities decided that:

"Until a man grows unto the age of 24 he has not grown into the full knowledge
of the art that he professeth."
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Seven years was generally agreed as the minimum period of training and
servitude before the apprentice became a ‘freeman to ply his trade’. Apprentice
registration was controlled so that children of freemen had priority of admission
to the learning of a craft. Guild Masters were responsible for the Indenture and
for the entry of apprentices in the City's Register, following one month's
probationary period.
Trades would tend to congregate their shops in one area of a town or city. The
Shambles in York is well known as the butchers' street, but the trade area also
extended over St. Andrewgate and St. Saviourgate.
The Butchers may well have been responsible for a civic duty – that is, to act as
the City executioners.
The York Butchers' own hall lay behind The Shambles in Gell Garth, an area now
occupied by York market. This property was owned by the Gild until 1929 and
the last remnants cleared away in the 1950’s. Their traditional church was Christ
Church, at the west end of The Shambles, where they were responsible for a
chapel. The church was demolished in 1937 to form what is now King's Square. It
is believed that the execution sword was housed in the church.
In York, the Mystery Plays were a most important part of the life of the craft
guilds., under the control of the Corpus Christi Guild.
These plays were
performed on a procession of pageants at various stations throughout the city,
on the Feast of Corpus Christi. The Butchers enacted ‘The Death of Christ’,
reflecting their role as executioners.
The guilds had voting rights in the elections for Lord Mayor, Aldermen and
Sheriff. The Butchers, considered as one of the lower fifteen guilds, contributed
one voting member, usually the Senior Searcher.
There were 96 craft guilds in York in 1415, at the peak of guild control of trade
and civic life. By the late 16th century, guild numbers dropped as specialisation in
crafts was ending and some mergers occurred, as ‘foreign’ (i.e. outside the city)
traders were allowed within and as monopoly was curtailed in law. Although
records indicate that the Butchers’ Gild appointed three searchers in 1826, the
1835 Municipal Reform Act finally abolished all guild trade privileges#. In York,
guilds withered and nearly all passed away except for two with property. These,
The Merchant Adventurers and The Merchant Taylors, converted into social and
charitable institutions. A third, the Butchers, struggled on into the 20th century,
with just a single member by 1940.

#

Baines Directory of 1823 lists 69 Butchers in York, (24 of these in the Shambles,
including 1 Tripe Dealer). Additionally, there are 20 Bacon and Ham Factors
(1 in the Shambles), 4 Cattle Sheep and Pig Dealers, 14 Curriers and Leather Cutters,
5 Fellmongers or Skinners, 4 Poulterers (1 in the Shambles), 11 Tallow Chandlers
(3 in the Shambles) and 4 Tanners. It also lists 3 Inns or Taverns in the Great
Shambles – The Eagle and Child, The Globe, and The Shoulder
of Mutton, and, in the Little Shambles, The Malt Shovel.
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Butchers’ Gild Renewal

In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, Butchers’ Gild membership fell from thirty or forty in 1812 to just two in 1929, and just one remaining by
1940. In 1929, the City Authorities purchased the Gell Garth site for £932
and the records and Ordinances of the Company were initially passed into
the hands of the Corporation for preservation in the City archives. 1n
1941 these were subsequently retrieved back from the Corporation and it
has been confirmed that they remain the property of the Gild. 1
In 1940, Mr. F. Wright, butcher of Goodramgate, York, and Mr. C. N. B.
Crombie, solicitor of York, persuaded the last remaining member to swear
in new members. As a result, the present Gild is able to claim continuous
membership from its mediaeval roots. The first Court of the modern Gild
was held in 1940 at the Hermitage, Stockton on the Forest, the first Feast
was held in the Davy Hall, Davygate on Shrove Tuesday, 1941 and the first
new-era Master took office in 1943.
Membership has gradually grown since that date, but with the slow decline
in numbers of craft butchers, the Gild now draws its members from a wider
geographical area than the City of York and now includes the County of
York, neighbouring counties in the North of England, and from further
afield, so long as the member is able to commit to guild life and functions.
The Company considers that its membership should retain strong links with
the craft of butchery or the meat trade.
The City Council was able, in 1950, to provide The Gild with a suitable hall,
appropriately in The Shambles. However, in 1991, the authorities looked
for a ‘commercial rent’. The Gild was unable to match the sum proposed
and moved out (although the doorway in the Shambles is still carved with
the name ‘Butchers Hall’). The Gild was fortunate in being able to move
into, and furnish, the recently renovated ‘Jacob's Well’ in Trinity Lane,
Micklegate.
In common with all the other York guilds, the Company now worships in
All Saints' Church, Pavement.
The Charitable Trust was properly constituted in 1992.
During the late 1990’s, the Gild debated and accepted the notion of the
entry of Lady Members. (History indicates that this was always acceptable
and was particularly applied when a widow continued the running of a
business after the loss of her husband).
The first three ladies in the
modern era were admitted to the Company on Shrove Tuesday, 2002.
Present (2010) subscribing membership is in the order of ninety persons.

1

Enquiries are currently underway to loan these back to the City Archives who will be
better placed to preserve them in conditions superior than the Gild’s storage.
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Jacob’s Well (The Home of the York Butchers’ Gild)

Jacob’s Well is in Trinity Lane, on the north-eastern side of the church yard of Holy
Trinity Church, this being formed from the nave of the priory church of Holy
Trinity that was dissolved in 1538.
Jacob’s Well is a Grade 1 listed, 15th century timber-framed building with a puzzling
history. It seems to have been erected as the Chantry House of the priory priest,
(or quickly became so after it was built as two tenements). It is also said to be the
house to which the last prioress of St. Clement’s Nunnery retired when it had been
dissolved in 1536.
In the 18th century, the property became a public house and an extra brick storey
was added. It is presumed that it was at this time that Jacob’s Well took its current
name, from the Old Testament story that tells how Jacob met Rachel at a well for
watering flocks of sheep and fell in love with her. The tavern is listed in Baines
Directory of 1823. It became unlicensed in 1904 - 1905 when bought by the
rector of the church.
When the extra storey was added, the original oak frame initially proved sturdy
enough to stand up to the weight of the many tons of extra bricks. However, the
stress seems to have taken its toll - the upper storey gradually leaned out over the
lane and the floor of first storey bowed at the centre and sagged at the sides.
As a result, a costly extensive restoration programme was conducted in the late
1980s#. The upper Georgian storey was removed and a new ‘crown and post’ roof
constructed, closely following the original 15th century design (reconstructed by
examination of remaining peg holes and slots in the timber frame). Of particular
note is the restoration of the plaster and timber front façade, including
replacement of the bracket angels (unique in York) on the beautiful front porch§.
This had come to Jacob’s Well in 1905 from another historic inn, The Wheatsheaf,
in Davygate – and before that from another pub in the Micklegate area.
The Butchers’ Gild was fortunate to find this newly restored property available as a
new home for courts and receptions when it moved out of its hall in The Shambles.
The Company’s chairs, tables, prints and clock furnished Jacob’s Well in an
appropriate fashion and the Gild is pleased to be able to support Holy Trinity in
keeping this as a working building for functions, adult education courses, parish
meetings and business lunches.

¨ The photograph on the cover of this handbook, showing Jacob’s Well with the brick

upper storey, can be found at: www.geh.org/ar/strip14/htmlsrc/ward_idx00003.html

Catalogue reference

#
§

Ward, Catharine Weed
American (1851-1913)
TITLE ON OBJECT: Door Jacob's Well York , ca. 1891-1912
negative, gelatin on glass, 7 x 5 in.
George Eastman House Photographic Archive
Gift of Memorial Art Gallery

Peter Marshall, Architects; William Anelay Ltd., Restoration Specialists
A. E. Houghton, Master Carver
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Other York Guilds and Other Associated Trade Guilds

The Merchant Adventurers' Company started as a religious fraternity of shopkeepers and
others, whose purpose was to found and endow a hospital for the poor. Alongside this
fraternity, a sister organisation of mercers, merchants and shopkeepers developed for
the promotion of business interests at home and abroad, to help members who fell on
hard times and to support the poor in the hospital. This guild was incorporated as the
Mercers' Guild in 1430. In 1581, as most members were international traders, risking or
‘adventuring’ their money and goods, the Guild was reincorporated as the York Company
of Merchant Adventurers.

The Hall in Fossgate was built 1357-1361 and is the most complete and largely unaltered
guild hall in Europe, still used as such. The upper storey was used for business and social
occasions. The ground floor housed the hospital which operated until c. 100 years ago.
The Merchant Taylors is a union of three distinct craft guilds – the tailors, drapers
(merged 1551/1552) and hosiers (merged 1585).
The tailors had ties with the
confraternity of St. John the Baptist (a will of 1386 refers to ‘the guild of tailors of the
Blessed John’) who built the fine 15th century hall in Aldwark. The fraternity was
abolished at the Reformation, allowing the craft guild to own the hall in its own right.
The term ‘Merchant’ was applied sometime after union with the hosiers, glorifying the
humbler craft origins of the company, but reflecting the importance of the woven cloth
trade in Yorkshire. The mediæval hall has been modified with 17th century outer
cladding and interior panelling.
The Guild of Freemen marks a different route by which guild life has come down to the
present day. No such mediæval guild existed, freemen being the full members of any
merchant or craft guild.

In York, as guild life faded over time, certain rights of freemen remained, passed on by
patrimony. Most notable was the right of pasture on the common land, or ‘stray’,
nearest the ward in which a freeman lived. In living memory, freemen pastured horses
on Monk Stray - this last right of pasture was passed to the City in the 1960’s. In order
to create a formalised company, the Gild of Freemen was inaugurated in 1953 and the
first Master appointed in 1954.
The four strays of York (Bootham Stray, the
Knavesmire, Monk Stray and Walmgate Stray) still exist as corridors of open land
through the suburbs, approaching close to the city.
The Gild of Building and the Guilds of the Cordwainers and the Scriveners. These three
Guilds are reformations of mediæval equivalents in York. The Guild of Building (1954)
joins together the four craft guilds of carpenters, masons, tile thatchers and plasterers.
The Cordwainers (1987), or shoemakers, and the Scriveners (1991) – the clerical
professions - each correspond to mediæval companies.
The foundations of the
Cordwainers’ Hall, in Hungate, were identified during archæological excavation in 2006.

The Freemen, Builders and Cordwainers are established in Bedern Hall, the mediaeval hall
of the Vicars Choral of York Minster. This renovated building, with scissor beam roof,
emerged from within a shroud of later houses and workshops as the area was demolished
and archaeologically excavated in the 1970’s. The chapel of the Vicars Choral remains
nearby in Bedern.
The City Waites was the smallest of all the York guilds. They had duties to perform at
civic events and to lead the Corpus Christi procession from start to finish. The Waites
could be called upon to perform in front of certain gentlemen’s houses. They continued
inexistence until about 1895. (In recent years, a group known as the York Waites has
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been available for performance in a mediæval style, but they are not
constituted as a Guild).
Other Existing Yorkshire Guilds include: The Company of Fellmongers of Richmond,
(fellmongering having close associations with butchery), The Company of Mercers,
Grocers and Haberdashers of Richmond, The Company of Cutlers of Hallamshire
(Sheffield), established in 1624. The Guild of Masters, Pilots and Seaman of the Trinity
House of Kingston-upon-Hull, founded 1369, continues as a charitable and educational
body, the Board examining for, and issuing certificates to, deep sea pilots.
Other Known Butchery, or associated trade, guilds, in the United Kingdom are in:
Aberdeen - The Fleshers, being one of seven incorporated trades; Alnwick – Butchers’
Guild; Carlisle – Butchers’ Guild, with perhaps two remaining members; Chester –
Butchers’ Guild, Membership almost exclusively by patrimony rather than craft; Durham
- Butchers’ Guild; Dundee - The Fleshers, being one of nine incorporated trades; Glasgow
- The Fleshers, being one of fourteen incorporated trades; ; Irvine - The Skinners, being
London - The Worshipful Company of Butchers;
one of seven incorporated trades;
London - The Worshipful Company of Skinners; Newcastle-upon-Tyne - Butchers’ Guild

Other buildings and areas in York associated with guilds are:
St. Anthony’s Hall, (1453) in Peaseholme Green, was the home of the Guild of
St. Anthony the Hermit. Many smaller guilds also met here. This brick and timber
building has a fine hall with aisles on either side. It now houses the modern Quilters’
Guild of Great Britain.
The Guildhall, (1459), (or Common Hall) behind the Mansion House in St. Helen’s Square,
was a joint venture of the City and the Guild of St. Christopher. After Ouse Bridge fell
down in 1564, with its many buildings including the Council Chamber, the Council moved
to the Guildhall. The hall was gutted in York’s one major air raid of World War II. It was
rebuilt between 1956 and 1960 and reopened by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Queen
Mother.
St. George’s Field is named after the Guild of St. George who held this triangular piece of
land, extending from the City Wall (now Tower Place) to the junction of the Rivers Ouse
and Foss. A chapel, by the side of Castle Lane, (now Tower Street), was built in the
twelfth century and the site appears to have belonged to the Knights Templar. On their
demise, the religious guild of St. George possibly took over the properties, but with the
Reformation, these were granted to York Corporation in 1548. It may be that this guild
was a local chapter of a national movement set up to train citizens as archers for times
of emergency, or that St. George archery guilds were a common feature across western
Europe. (Bruges in Belgium retains a crossbow archery Guild of St. George). The land
was the practice ground and York citizens enjoyed the right to ‘walk, shoot with bow and
arrow and to dry linen’. The guild was rather impoverished and merged with the Guild of
St. Christopher in about 1460.
It is probable that the building (much altered and renovated) on the corner of Newgate
and Patrick Pool is a guild hall.

In France, a newer tradition of ‘Confréries’ (Brotherhoods) is growing, much in the style
of guilds, normally with objectives of fraternity and of the promotion of the local
produce. In Paris, the Charcuterie (preserved meats) Guild is a strong organisation, with
national membership. In York’s French twin city, the Confrérie de la Moutarde de Dijon
started in 1997. Members look very elegant in mustard coloured robes.
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The York Mystery Plays and their Revival

History: The Mystery Play (properly in the singular) is, most likely, the final product of the
input made by the City and by the craft guilds to York’s annual Corpus Christi procession.
Originally, the guilds went as a body, carrying torches at the command of the council. The
guilds’ role possibly developed into a series of religious tableaux on pageants (waggons)
and then into a cycle of individual plays about Bible stories, each produced by one guild or
by a small group of guilds, under the supervision of the Common Clerk of the City. These
dialect plays were written in about 1350, partly in rhyming couplets and made much use of
alliteration. The surviving manuscript, held by the British Museum, was compiled for the
civic authorities between 1463 and 1477. The earliest record of the play, in 1376,
concerns store rent for one of the pageants. A 1415 list, compiled by the clerk, shows a
production similar to the surviving cycle, although plays were revised, rewritten and
reassigned to different guilds over the years. They were staged regularly until 1569, when
hard times, protestant zeal and hostility of the authorities brought the tradition to an end.
Staging: The Plays were performed on the streets at twelve (or more) acting ‘stations’,
starting at the gate of Trinity Priory in Micklegate, passing through Coney Street,
Stonegate and Petergate and ending at The Pavement. Porters worked hard all day,
pushing the pageants over uneven surfaces. They were paid by the crafts and provided with
bread and ale.
Revival: York’s contribution to the 1951 Festival of Britain was an Arts Festival that
included a four-hour revival of the Plays, running each evening, selecting the best-known
stories. This took place in the Museum Gardens, with the ruined wall of the nave of St.
Mary’s Abbey as a backdrop and with a large temporary grandstand for the audience. This
format was used for further productions every three or four years until 1988. Whilst most
of the cast were local volunteers, major roles were often taken by professionals such as Ian
MacShane (Lucifer, 1963), and Christopher Timothy and Simon Ward (Christ, 1980 and
1984). York citizens are especially proud of Judi Dench playing the Virgin Mary in 1957
whilst still a York schoolgirl.
Street Productions: Individual pageants have been demonstrated since the 1951 revival,
such as ‘Noah’s Flood’ in 1966. In 1994 and 1998, larger productions of a round of
selected plays were taken through the streets, under the auspices of the York Early Music
Festival. The 1998 production of twelve plays (Director, Jane Oakshott) involved the
Guilds, reuniting them with the plays after a gap of over four hundred years.
Subsequently, the York Guilds managed their own production of eleven plays, at five
stations, in 2002. (Director, Mike Tyler). The final station of this production took the
plays back into the Museum Gardens. A further production took place in 2006 (twelve
plays, four stations), with the Butchers building their own cart for a production of ‘The
Crucifixion’ (instead of the Gild’s usual play of ‘The Death of Christ’). This may be the first
pageant waggon to have been built for over four hundred years. It is available for use by
other organisations for dramatic and educational purposes.

The 2010 Guilds’ production asked the Butchers to marry together ‘The Crucifixion’ and
‘The Death of Christ’.
The Millenium: York Minster authorities undertook a production in the Minster in 2000.
¨ A full Mediaeval English text is held by the University of Virginia Library.
¨ For modern comprehension, the version by Richard Beadle (1982) ‘The York Plays’, York Mediaeval
Texts, 2nd series, published by E. Arnold, London, is frequently used.
¨ It should be noted that no one body ‘owns’ the plays and they may be produced by any party.
¨ A complete cycle with four stations was done in Toronto in 1998, lasting from 6:00 a.m. to midnight.
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2.7

Saints of Patronage

Local and regional choices often led to a trade or a profession having a number
of patrons. Saints invoked by butchers include Adrian (Hadrian), (martyred c.304 A.D.)
and his wife Natalia; George; Lawrence (martyred 258 A.D. by grilling, and thus patron
saint of cooks and their suppliers); Luke the Evangelist (symbol, the ox); Nicolas of Myra
(Santa Claus); Peter, (keeper of Christ's flock) and Bartholomew (flayed alive and thus
patron saint of Skinners, Tanners and all who work with skins and hides). However, the
most common contender for Patron Saint of Butchers is Saint Antony the Great, (Antony
of Egypt, Antony the Hermit or Antony the Abbot) (251 to 356 A.D.). He is also the
patron saint of basket makers, brush makers, grave diggers, hospitallers and swineherds.
Antony was a renowned ascetic, born of wealthy farming Christian stock at Coma, Egypt.
He took Gospel texts on giving to the poor, and on not being concerned for one’s
personal future, literally. He gave away his inheritance, placed his sister in the care of
pious women and went to live in the desert. He suffered temptations by demons, later
the subject of many religious paintings. He lived, apparently, on dates and spring water
and on his own produce - visitors were asked for seeds and tools so that he might start a
garden – although legend also claims that he was fed for forty years by a raven who daily
brought him half a loaf. He did not cut himself off entirely from civilization. He founded
many monasteries and comforted Christians in Alexandria prison awaiting martyrdom.
Greek philosophers came to call. Constantine the Great, (proclaimed Emperor in York in
306 A.D.) and his sons wrote to Antony, recommending themselves to his prayers.
Saint Antony died at the age of 105, probably on the 17th January, his Saint’s Day, having
maintained his fervour and radiance from youth. He lived without sickness, his sight
unimpaired and his teeth worn but intact. His cave is now the site of a monastery.
Saint Antony is represented with a tau-shaped crutch or cross,
, a little bell, a pig and
sometimes a book. The crutch may refer to Antony’s great age
or to the constant use
of the sign of the cross during his temptations. The pig, in its origin, denoted the Devil,
but its representation caused Antony to become the patron saint of farmstock and hence
Butchers placed themselves under his protection. At times, flames are used as a symbol
of the disease, Saint Antony's Fire, against which the saint was specially invoked#.
A Saint Associated with the Gild

Margaret Clitherow (1556 – 1586) came from a family of influence in York. Her father,
Thomas, was a candle maker and the Sheriff of York. Her husband, John§, was a butcher
and City Chamberlain. Margaret was a devout Catholic convert and a zealous promoter
of her new faith. She was imprisoned several times for permitting clandestine masses
and for sheltering priests. Finally, the house was searched and a Flemish servant revealed
the hiding place where chalices and vestments were kept. Margaret was brought to trial
but refused to answer any of the charges for fear of incriminating her servants and
children. Reluctantly, the judge sentenced her to ‘death by pressing’, whereby she was
placed under a door and rocks were piled on top. The execution took place at York
Tyburn on Good Friday, 25th March, 1586. St. Margaret Clitherow, ‘the Pearl of York’,
was canonised in 1970 by Pope Paul VI and her house in the Shambles is now her shrine¶.
#

‘The Life of Saint Antony’, by his friend, Bishop Athanasius, is the source of all know
of this saint. Whilst not strictly a biography, this is based on a core of historical fact.
§
York Freemen’s Rolls Vol 11, 1559 - Johannes Clydero, bocher, fil Ricardi Clydero, taillour
¶
A fuller different account can be found in ‘The York Butchers Gild’ – see section 2.8
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2.8

Publications of the Company, The Gild Library

Publications

‘The York Butchers Gild’
Printed and published by William Sessions Ltd., The Ebor Press, York, 1975
ISBN 0 900657 20 0 © The Company of Butchers of the City of York
Much careful research was made on the subject of the Butchers’ Gild in York by Miss B.
A. Corsair in 1966, and Mr. W. L. Fitzell in 1969, at that time students of St. John’s
Training College, under the guidance of Mr. Peter Wenham.
This book is taken from the findings of these two writers with editing to weave the
papers into a single narrative.
Copies are available for purchase from the Clerk of the Company.
Both of the original typescripts were placed in the keeping of the Company and are
available from the Clerk.

‘The Members’ Handbook’
Printed and published by the Company
The Members Handbook was first introduced in 1997 with two main objects:
•
•

To introduce members to the background of this institution
To provide a framework for the management of Gild affairs

The current format of the handbook has been in use since 2004.
The content of this handbook is not ‘set in stone’. Historical research may find real
errors or additional points of interest for insertion. Rules (‘Ordinances’) should be
subject to review and appropriate amendment or withdrawal.
Comments from
members are welcome and should be addressed to the Clerk Company for initial
consideration by the Court of Assistants.

‘The Gild Newsletter’
In 2005, the Gild published the first edition of its newsletter which adopted the title
‘Carnifex’, this being the original title of butchers in the annals of the York Freemen.
Currently, issues are published as early as possible in the Gild Year (after Shrove
Tuesday) and in the autumn. From 2008 onwards, editions are sent by e-mail except
for those members without computer access.
News articles for each issue of Carnifex are required from The Master, The Chaplain,
The Clerk, The Providitor, The Chairman of the Charitable Trustees, The Chairman of
the Web-Site sub–committee and the Waggon Plays Representative.

‘The Web Site’
The Gild Web Site was launched on Shrove Tuesday 2008 and was updated in 2013. It
can be found at http://www.yorkbutchersgild.co.uk/
The Members’ area can be accessed with the password: lambchop123
The Master is responsible for editing and updating the web site through the Web
Master.
The Library

In 2003, it was agreed to establish a Gild Library, which was implemented in 2011 with
the appointment of a librarian whom is the Deputy Master in his year of office. (see
ordinance 4.8)
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3.1
Courts and Sub-Committees of The Company
The Full Court of Members

The Full Court is the supreme governing body of The Company and is comprised
of all the subscribing members of The Company. It meets traditionally three
times a year; on Shrove Tuesday, during the summer, and during Epiphany, and
also at any other time as the Master decrees necessary. At these meetings The
Full Court considers and decides upon proposals put to it by the Court of
Assistants and any other business put to it by the membership, and, when
necessary, appoints Trustees to the Gild Charity Trust.
Notice of the Summer and Epiphany Full Courts shall be given approximately four
weeks in advance, with agenda, and minutes of the previous Epiphany or Summer
Full Court respectively. Minutes of a Shrove Tuesday Full Court shall be also
given with the notice for the next Summer Full Court, for consideration.
The Shrove Tuesday Court

The Shrove Tuesday Court is a Full Court of The Gild, but used entirely as a
ceremonial occasion for the swearing in of the new Master, new officers, new
members and new honorary members.
The Summer Full Court

At the Summer Full Court, The Company must agree satisfactory arrangements
for the forthcoming Ladies' Feast and Annual Church Service.
The Epiphany Full Court

At the Epiphany Full Court, the annual business of The Gild is conducted, and
should include:
•
•
•

all annual financial business
officer and membership considerations for the forthcoming year
dates of feasts and functions for the forthcoming year (and beyond, if
possible)
• consideration of the report of the Charitable Trust management committee.
The Court of Assistants

This is the executive committee of The Company, answerable to the Full Court,
and is charged with the routine management of The Company. It is the
responsibility of the Court of Assistants to put such plans to the Full Court for
consideration and approval. Business for Gild consideration should normally be
presented to the Court of Assistants, in writing, via the Clerk.
The Court of Assistants comprises the Master, the Deputy Master, the Wardens,
the Clerk, the Treasurer, the Chaplain and all Past Masters of The Company,
together with (non voting) the Chairmen of any sub-committees in existence at
the time and any other members co-opted at the discretion of the Court of
Assistants.
Notice of Courts of Assistants shall be given approximately four weeks in advance,
with agenda, and minutes of the previous Court of Assistants.
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3.1
Sub-Committees

The Court of Assistants may, from time to time, appoint standing or short term
sub-committees. They have no executive powers. The constitutions of these subcommittees are subject to the approval of the Court of Assistants. Such subcommittees have the authority to co-opt other Gild members as they see fit. The
Chairmen are ex-officio members of the Court of Assistants.
Current standing sub-committees are:
•
•
•

Nominations for Membership
The Charitable Trust
The Waggon Play Production

Chairman – The Master
Chairman – Appointee
Chairman – Appointee

Chairmen and Members appointed to these committees will be for agreed finite
periods of time to ensure that any project is effectively and proactively managed.
The Clerk’s Committee

New Year 2005 saw the retirement from office of the long-standing Treasurer.
The Courts decided to divide this role into three, these individual posts being
described as:
The

The Treasurer

The Providitor

The Registrar

This group decided unofficially to describe themselves as ‘The Clerk’s Committee’,
in order to ensure mutual management and communication.
(see section 3.4 – Officers of the Company)
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3.2
The Charitable Trust of The Company
The Master of the Company for 1992-1993 wished to extend the objects of the
Company to reflect one of its historical uses, viz: the provision of training within
the craft of butchery. The Master started a fund. The Master of the Company for
1993-1994, in similar vein, wished to extend the objects even further and to
include the provision of charitable donations, again mirroring one of the purposes
of the mediaeval guild.

In setting up the Trust for these purposes, the then Clerk found a deed that had
been made at the time of the revival of the Gild. On the 29th of June, 1993 it was
agreed that this would be the basis of the objects of the new Trust.
In 2008, the trustees of the William Wright1 Charitable Trust wished for this trust
to pass to the York Butchers Charitable Trust. This was finalised in 2010 as The
York Butchers Company Charitable Trust (incorporating the William Wright
Charitable Trust) (No 529711).
The Trust deed adopted in 1993 was found to be limited in to whom charitable
donations could be made and in 2011 a full Court extended the purposes to be

‘for the benefit of charitable donations for the furtherance of Civic, Gild, and
Gild Church Life in the City of York, and also for the benefit of persons in
training and education in the butchers' trade, meat and food industry, and allied
trades, for the relief of people in need, the financing of medical research, the
advancement of arts and crafts and the appreciation of arts, the provision and
maintenance of buildings and facilities for the purpose of education, recreation
and leisure, all within the City of York and the historic county of Yorkshire’
The Trust is managed by a team of five trustees, one to retire each year, but be
available for re-appointment. (see section 5.5)
The Chairman of the trustees shall prepare and present a report of their actions,
each year, to the Epiphany Full Court. Election or re-election of trustees will also
take place at that court. Nominations for trustees should be sent to the Clerk by
the end of October in order to be included in the notice for both the Court of
Assistants in November/December and the Epiphany Full Court in January.
A request for a donation or support from the Charitable Trust can be made in
writing through, or by, any member of The Company, who shall pass it to the
trustees via the Clerk.
Members are also advised that the Worshipful Company of Butchers nominated
charity is the Butchers and Drovers Charity and the purpose of this charity is to
help butchers or their widows whom have fallen on hard times. Members with
knowledge of any such potential beneficiaries are advised to direct enquiries to the
Clerk of the London Company. Details can be obtained through our Clerk (contact
details at section 1.3).
1

Lord Mayor of York 1925-1926

.

Master of the Gild 1944-1945.
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3.3
Membership of the Company

Entry to The Gild is either by patrimony or nomination (sometimes referred to as
‘redemption’).
Entry by patrimony is available to those children born whilst their parent is a
member of The Gild, and have attained the age of 18 years. A proposal for
membership by patrimony is by the parent member alone, without the need for a
seconder. Entry by patrimony needs a proposal in writing to the Clerk and is
subject to consideration only by the Court of Assistants, before Full Court
consideration and confirmation, without referral to the Nominations SubCommittee.
Entry by nomination needs a proposal in writing to the Clerk by two members.
Applications are initially appraised by the Nominations Sub-committee, then
considered by the Court of Assistants, and subsequently recommended to the Full
Court for consideration and confirmation.

Any proposal for membership must allow adequate time for the above processes
before new entrants can be sworn in at the Shrove Tuesday Full Court.

(The Court of Assistants prior to Shrove Tuesday is normally held in the previous
November and nominations must allow time for consideration before this Court).
A new member is given a scroll recording the Oath to the Company.
All new members, after admission to The Company, shall be formally invited, with
their sponsors, to attend their first Full Court.
All new members shall be invited to attend and observe at the December Court of
Assistants after their admission to The Company.
International Membership is a category available to any member who has left to
live outside of the United Kingdom. In 2006, it was recognised that such
members may wish to maintain links with the Gild and attend Courts and Feasts
during home visits, and yet the cost of full membership would be prohibitive.

Such members are required to pay three years’ full membership fees in order to
retain active status and to receive all appropriate communication from the Gild
via e-mail. The Company requests that such members report on their activities,
and on local butchery businesses and practices through the letters’ page of
Carnifex.
Honorary Membership of the Company

Honorary membership may be offered to a person (or group) who has (have) a
connection with the Gild and who would honour the Gild with his or her (their)
company.
Honorary membership may be conferred for either a Gild year and a day (thereby
including two Shrove Tuesdays) or for life.
Ordinance

The Company operates a formal method for proposal and application for
membership (including honorary membership). (see ordinance 4.1)
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3.4

Officers of The Company

Robed Officers

The Master
The Master is the head of The Company and traditionally addressed as ‘Master’ by all
members during his year of office. The Master is appointed by succession and all
members become eligible in their turn#.
The period of office is one year, commencing and terminating on Shrove Tuesday.
The Master's duties include the chairmanship of the two Courts. He presides at all the
Company functions and represents the Company at other functions. Further, he
arranges for a Guest Speaker for the Shrove Tuesday Feast and entertainment for the
Ladies Feast. He reads the lesson at the Gild's Annual Church Service and hosts and
provides for the reception after the Service.
The Master, by custom, arranges the supply of the Beef for the Company's Feasts. At
the Shrove Tuesday Court the outgoing Master is responsible for the planning,
rehearsal and operation of the processions into and out of the Court. The Master is
the Editor of the Web Site during his year in office.
The master shall provide an article for each issue of Carnifex.
The Immediate Past Master
The Immediate Past Master will assist the Master. He fulfils the role of the Master if he
is not available.
The Deputy Master
The Deputy Master is the Master Elect, traditionally having served as Junior Warden
and Senior Warden of The Company. He fulfils the role of Master in the absence of
both the Master and the Immediate Past Master. The Deputy Master acts as Company
Librarian during his term in office. (see ordinance 4.8)
Wardens
There are two Wardens, Senior and Junior, who shall assist the Master and other Gild
Officers, particularly in receiving and attending to the Civic Party and other honoured
guests at Gild functions. They shall also assist the Providitor and Treasurer in the
planning before, and operation of, these functions. They should also assist the Deputy
Master in his role as librarian. The Wardens hold specific responsibility for the
Telephone Tree procedure and, on taking office, should make themselves familiar with
its operation. (see ordinance 4.6) The Senior Warden is responsible for the planning
and operation of marshalling the Church Parades. (see ordinance 4.5)
The Beadle
The term ‘Beadle’ in this context means ‘officer’. He is appointed by the Master to act
as Mace Bearer whilst on Gild duty, (traditionally to protect the Master from thieves
and vagabonds).
Officers Appointed to the Gild – The Clerk and the Chaplain
The Clerk and Chaplain are posts filled by appointment to the Gild after due
consideration by the Courts of the Company.
Uniquely amongst York guilds, the Clerk has always been deemed to be a member of the
Company, reflecting the important role played by the first Clerk in pursuit of Gild
renewal. In January 2003, this was formalised and confirmed as an Honorary member.
The Chaplain is not deemed to be a member as he may take this role for a number of
guilds, although he attends all Courts and functions.
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3.4
The Clerk
The Clerk is answerable to the Master and to the Court of Assistants for the day-to-day
management of The Company, within the terms of reference laid down by them.
The Clerk shall provide an article for each issue of Carnifex.
is responsible for taking the minutes at all Courts, and for
communicating the decisions of these Courts to the membership. (see ordinance 4.19)
advises The Company, the Courts, the Master and individual members
upon legal, procedural and ceremonial matters pertaining to Gild life.
may accompany the Master to outside functions, if invited.
is responsible for arranging the order of Gild processions. (see ordinance 4.5)
should be accessible to all members to give advice and assistance in matters
relating to The Company, and is the channel of communication between the Master,
the Court of Assistants and the membership.
The Chaplain
The incumbent of All Saints' Church, Pavement, the York Civic and Guild Church, may
be asked to be Chaplain to all York Guilds.
The chaplain shall keep The Gild mindful of its Christian tradition, conduct the Annual
Service, lead The Gild in prayer at Courts, and say grace at feasts.
The Chaplain shall provide an article for each issue of Carnifex.
Searchers
In recognition of service to The Company, a member may be appointed to the office of
Honorary Searcher. In 2010, it was agreed that Searchers shall be robed, although, as
yet no robes have been sourced.
Non-Robed Officers

The Clerk’s Committee
In 2005, the role of Treasurer was split between three officers. Together with the
Clerk, this group is ‘The Clerk’s Committee’, which is charged with the good
administration of the Gild. It comprises:
¨ The Treasurer, who is responsible for the annual recommendation for, and collection
of, all membership fees, the processing of payments and receipts and the monitoring of
the condition and maintenance of Gild assets. The Treasurer is responsible for
presenting an annual set of accounts to the Courts. The Treasurer is not responsible
for the Charitable Trust finances other than to direct any monies received by the Gild
to the Charity.
¨ The Providitor, who is responsible for the organisation and management of Company
feasts and receptions (for which purpose he should call upon the services of the
Wardens for assistance).
¨ The Registrar, who is responsible for the maintenance of the Gild handbook and of
the register of members and their contact details.
A more detailed job description for Treasurer, Providitor and Registrar are held by the
Registrar and may be subject to change on the appointment of subsequent office
holders.
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A member may postpone taking office to a more convenient time. It is his responsibility
to inform the Clerk when he is willing to be considered by the Courts for holding office.

3.5

The Oath of a Freeman
of the Company of Butchers of the City of York

You swear

that you will be true and faithful to our
Sovereign Lady Queen Elizabeth II, her heirs and lawful
Successors; that you will be obedient at all times hereafter,
in all matters lawful to the Master, Wardens, and Assistants,
of the Company of Butchers, of the City of York, and to
their successors for the time being; that you will not withstand
or disobey the Summons of the Master and Wardens of the
said Company for the time being, without you have a reasonable
and lawful excuse; and that for your own part, you will well
and truly keep, observe, perform, and fulfil, all and singular
the lawful and reasonable Orders and Ordinances of the Master,
Wardens, and Commonalty, of the said Company, made or to
be made for the good Rule and Government of them and their
Successors; and that you will not do anything to the damage,
prejudice, or rebuke, of the said Master, Wardens, and
Commonalty; but in everything you will use and behave
yourself as a good Citizen of the City of York, and a Freeman
of the said Company ought to do.

So help you God
response

I will

The Oath of an Honorary Member
of the Company of Butchers of the City of York

You swear

that you will be true and faithful to our
Sovereign Lady Queen Elizabeth II, her heirs and lawful Successors;
that you will keep your manner and demeanor
in accordance with the intent and purpose of
the Company of Butchers of the City of York,
and that you will not do anything to
the damage, prejudice or rebuke of the Master,
Wardens, and Commonalty of the said Company;
but in everything you will comport and conduct yourself
as a good Citizen of the City of York ought to do;
that, during your (year and a day) (life) as an honorary
member of the said Company, you will make all endeavour
to honour the said Company with your presence at its feasts
and gatherings, and to proffer any reasonable assistance
to the Master, Wardens and Commonalty of the said Company
at the just and lawful Behest of the Master or Wardens.

So help you God
response

I will
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3.5

The Oath of the Master
of the Company of Butchers of the City of York

Ye swear

to be trusty and true to our Sovereign Lady
Queen Elizabeth II, her heirs and successors; and all Freedoms,
Grants, and Liberties, granted or to be granted, to the Master,
Wardens, and Commonalty, of the Company of Butchers of the
City of York, ye shall keep and maintain with all your power
and cunning; and ye shall be true to the said Commonalty in
all manner of Ordinances and Rules, lawfully made and to be
made by the said Commonalty; and the same ye shall well and
truly keep in your own person. And ye shall assemble the
Commonalty together, as often as shall be needful for the weal
of the said Commonalty; and ye shall do nothing without
the advice of the Assistants that toucheth the said Commonalty;
but all things that may be Profit and Worship to the said
Commonalty, ye shall do to the utmost of your power.

So help you God
response

I will

The Oath of the Deputy Master
of the Company of Butchers of the City of York

Ye swear

to be trusty and true to our Sovereign Lady
Queen Elizabeth II, her heirs and successors, and all Freedoms,
Grants and Liberties, granted or to be granted, to the Master,
Wardens and Commonalty, of the Company of Butchers of the
City of York, ye shall keep and maintain with all your power
and cunning; and ye shall be true to the said Commonalty in
all manner of Ordinances and Rules, lawfully made and to be
made by the said Commonalty; and the same ye shall well and
truly keep in your own person. All things that may be Profit
and Worship to the said Commonalty, ye shall do to the
utmost of your power.

So help you God.
response

pm

I will

3.5
The Oath of the Wardens
of the Company of Butchers of the City of York

Ye swear

that ye shall well and truly raise and gather,
all Rents, Farms, and other Duties belonging to the Fellowship;
and make just and true Accounts of all Receipts and Payments
by you, or either of you, made for this year next ensuing;
and ye shall neither lavern nor let any Lands or Tenements
belonging to this Fellowship, without the consent of the
Master, or Deputy and Assistants for the time being.
And ye shall be true to the said Commonalty in all affairs,
and let not for Favour, Love, or Dread, but truly do all things
that belongeth to your Office, or to be done,
so far as God shall give you knowledge.
And come to the Master or Deputy at all times
when ye shall be sent for; and for nothing let then shall ye do.

So help you God.
response

I will

The Oath of the Clerk
of the Company of Butchers of the City of York

You shall swear

to be good and true to our Sovereign Lady
Queen Elizabeth II, and to her heirs and successors. You shall be
obedient, diligent, and attendant to Mister Master and his Deputy
of this Fellowship at all times convenient. You shall faithfully and
truly set down and write in the Register all the Acts, Ordinances,
and Constitutions of the said Fellowship, which, from time to time,
they shall enact, ordain, and constitute.
You shall not give out any Copies of any of the same Acts without
the assent of the Court of the Company.
You shall keep secret all matters talked and conferred in any
Court of Assistants, or otherwise, and if you shall know any Person or
Persons who intend any hurt or prejudice to our Sovereign Lady
the Queen, or her land, or to the aforesaid Fellowship, or Privileges of the
Same, you shall give knowledge thereof to the Master
or his Deputy.
All these things you shall hold and keep to
the uttermost of your power.

So help you God.
response

I will
pm

3.6

Feasts, Church Services and Other Gild Events

Feasts

Guilds have a tradition of feasting, reflecting the brotherhoods of the Saxon
frith-guilds and mediaeval means of thanking God for his munificence.
The main dish at Feasts of the Company is traditionally a Baron of Beef.
The Shrove Tuesday Feast

Shrove Tuesday is an important day in the life of the Company when, by
Christian tradition, all meat is eaten up prior to the Lenten Fast. To mark this
day, The Gild takes it as the first day of its year, and holds its annual
members' Feast. The Lord Mayor and The Sheriff of York; the Master of The
London Company, accompanied by his Clerk; and the Governor, Masters and
Wardens of other guilds of York and Richmond, are prominent amongst the
guests#.
The Shrove Tuesday Feast is preceded by the Shrove Tuesday Full Court.
The Ladies' Feast

The Ladies Feast was instigated some years after the revival of the Gild in
order for members to entertain their Ladies and other social guests. On
admittance of Lady members, the term ‘Ladies Feast’ was retained as a mark of
tradition.
This Feast is held on a Saturday evening, usually in October. This is a social
occasion with entertainment. Speeches are kept to a minimum*.
Master’s Day

It has become practise for the Master to celebrate his year in office by hosting
a social event of his choice. This event may raise funds for the Gild Charitable
Trust and / or for any other charitable cause of the Master’s choosing.
Church Service

On the day after the Ladies' Feast, The Gild holds its Annual Church Service,
normally at All Saints' Church, Pavement, with the Civic Party as guests. Before
the service, The Gild processes to the church, taking in part of the Shambles
en route. After the service, the Company processes with the Civic Party,
dignitaries of other guilds, families, friends and other guests, to a reception,
hosted by the Master, held in the Hall of the Gild, Jacob’s Well.
United Guilds' Church Service

The Gild takes its part in the Annual Guilds' Church Service, followed by a
reception. On this occasion, the York Guilds welcome the new Lord Mayor and
Civic Party into their year of office. The guilds host this function in turn, in
accordance with established precedence. (see ordinance 4.5)

#
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For Speeches and Toasts, see ordinance 4.3

4.1

Proposals for Membership and for Honorary Membership

The entry procedure for honorary members is the same as for entry by nomination.
Proposers of new members should first obtain an application form from the Clerk.
Part 1 of the form should be completed and returned to the Clerk.
Applications for membership by nomination shall be considered, in the first instance,
by the Nominations Sub-Committee.
If the sub-committee approves, then the
proposer should approach the candidate for completion of Part 2 of the form.
Applications for membership by patrimony shall be confirmed with the Master and the
proposer should then approach the candidate for completion of Part 2 of the form.
Full consideration will then be given at the next Court of Assistants.
Guidelines for Proposers of New Members
Objects of the Company. In considering a prospective new member, proposers should
bear in mind the present Objects of The Company and should be aware of the
membership details. (see sections 1.2 and 3.3).
Other Considerations. It is an honour to become a member of The Butchers’
Company and, when considering a prospective candidate, proposers and seconders
should bear in mind the following general guidelines:

•

The Company wishes to maintain strong links with the Craft of Butchery.
Nominations should be of persons with Meat or Allied Trade connections.

•

Candidates should live within a reasonable traveling distance of York or expressly
confirm a commitment to support The Company’s activities.

•

A candidate should be successful in business or profession and in a sound financial
position.

•

The candidate should have shown interest in the heritage of the Nation,
particularly York, and in support of charitable activity.

•

The candidate should be known personally to the proposer and seconder who must
be Company members.

•

The candidate would normally be aged over 30 years

•

All applicants should read the Oath of a Freeman of the Company, which they will
be required to take if membership is approved#. (see section 3.5)

•

New Members will normally be admitted to the Company at the next Shrove
Tuesday Court.

•

It is the responsibility of the proposer(s) to ensure the presence of the proposed
member at the Shrove Tuesday Court, and to confirm, or otherwise, his continued
interest if he is not so present. The proposer shall also host the new member at his
first Full Court, and also the subsequent Court of Assistants as a guest.

#

A member swears an oath upon entry to the Gild and therefore cannot resign from the
Gild. He may retire from Gild life but will always remain subject to the terms of the oath.
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4.2
The Management of Feasts

This ordinance is laid out as an aide-memoire for the Providitor.
Booking Feasts dates should be made approximately 18 months in advance in
order to secure the venue. The Shrove Tuesday Feast falls, naturally, on
Shrove Tuesday. The Ladies’ Feast falls usually on the last Saturday in
October, but can be varied according to various needs including those of the
Master on the day and, perhaps, in accordance with the needs of the church
diary for the following day, (the day of the Gild’s Annual Service).
Top table guests for the Shrove Tuesday Feast include the Lord Mayor and
Sheriff of York, The Master and Clerk of the Worshipful Company of
Butchers of London, Governors and Masters of Guilds of York and Richmond,
the Master’s guest speaker, The Chaplain and The Clerk. The Clerk sends
invitations to Civic party guests, Governors and Masters and to the speaker.
Top table guests for the Ladies’ Feast are chosen by the Master and his Lady.
The widows / widowers of past members are invited to the Ladies Feast, if
they so wish. A list of those eligible to attend is maintained.
The Shrove Tuesday Feast requires a Toast Master. The Ladies’ Feast may be
managed by an internal Gild appointee.
Seating for the Shrove Tuesday Feast is normally arranged as long tables.
The seating for the Ladies’ Feast will depend on numbers attending.
Generally, long tables will be used for accommodating numbers above 90
persons, round tables below 80 persons and an element of choice in-between.
The Master should choose the entertainment for the Ladies Feast in good
time, indicating to the entertainers that they should be prepared to perform
at a somewhat late hour.
Booking forms should be sent out about 2 months in advance of the feasts.
The chaplain, clerk and providitor, together with their ladies in respect of
the Ladies Feast, attend feasts as guests of the Company. They may also
bring paying guests.
Menus should be discussed with the caterer in good time for the Feasts and
printed.
Wines are provided within the Shrove Tuesday Feast menu, but are generally
sold separately for the Ladies’ Feast.
The Master arranges the supply of the Beef for the Shrove Tuesday and
Ladies’ Feast.
The Master should be asked beforehand if he wishes for the Loving Cup
Ceremony at the Shrove Tuesday Feast.
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4.3

Order of Feasts, with Toasts and Responses

Shrove Tuesday Feast
Before Meat

by The Chaplain

The Grace
After Meat

Toast “The Queen”

by The Sheriff of York

New Members are individually introduced to the Company and Guests by the
Immediate Past Master. The Master ‘takes wine’ with them, followed by

- response by a new member
Apprentice of the Year Presentation

Toast “The City of York,

by The Master

Response and Toast

by The Rt. Hon., The

Response and Toast

by The Deputy Master

coupled with the name
of The Rt. Hon.,
The Lord Mayor of York”
“Guild Life and
The Company of Butchers
of the City of York”

Lord Mayor of York

“The Guests”

Response

Members of the Gild
remain seated whilst being
toasted by the Guests

Guests remain seated as
Gild members return the
compliment

by The Guest Speaker

The Ladies Feast
Before Meat

by The Chaplain

The Grace
After Meat

Toast “The Queen”
Toast “The Ladies”

by The Master
#

by The Master

After a Short Break

The Master’s choice of entertainment

Toast “The Artist(es)”

#

by The Deputy Master

On the acceptance of Lady Members, in 2002, the Full Court of the Company
confirmed its desire to maintain this toast by all the Gentlemen to all the Ladies
present, as maintaining a tradition started at the inception of this Feast
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4.4

The Loving Cup Ceremony

Introduction

The Loving Cup is a Ceremony may be carried out at the Shrove Tuesday
Feast, after ‘The Queen’, at the Master's discretion.
The ceremony may be seen as deriving from a number of historical and
religious sources, but the fundamental similarity in all of them is that the
cup is a symbol of friendship. One source indicates that it originates
following the murder of King Edward the Martyr, who was stabbed while
drinking, by his stepmother Elfrida at Corfe Castle on March 18th 978 A.D.
Henceforth, a practice of protecting anyone partaking, whilst both hands
are holding the drinking vessel, has been formalised into this ceremony.
The drink normally used is a light punch, although the Worshipful
Company of Basketmakers of London specifies that the traditional drink is
‘sack’ (spiced wine).
Procedure

Upon rising to drink from the cup, the persons to the right and left of the
drinker also stand. The drinker then bows to the neighbour to whom the
cup will pass, this neighbour then removes the cover with his right hand.
This ensures that the “dagger arm” is employed and eliminates treachery.
Meanwhile, the neighbour on the drinker’s other side turns his back on
him, ostensibly to protect him from attack from behind whilst in the act of
drinking. Having drunk, the drinker applies a napkin to the lip of the cup,
the lid is replaced and the drinker and his neighbour bow to one another
before passing the cup.
The first drinker then turns to protect the second drinker from attack.
Thus there always being three people on their feet, the drinker in the
middle.
The ceremony starts with the Master toasting the Lord Mayor, thus sending
one cup around the room. The Master then, after standing to protect the
Lord Mayor, toasts the guest on his other side, thus sending another cup
around the room. The cups will pass throughout The Company and guests.
Other cups may be introduced to hasten the proceedings.
It should be noted that, at any one time, only three people are standing
with any one cup.
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4.5

Order of Processions

Civic and All-Guild Processions

The basic rule places the Merchant guilds at the head, with the Merchant
Adventurers first by dint of their wealth, power and influence in mediæval
times. The Butchers are next, due to their continuous history, and the other
guilds follow in order of their refounding or founding. The precedence order
is thus:
1
2
3
4

The
The
The
The

Merchant Adventurers
Merchant Taylors
Butchers
Freemen

5
6
7
8

The Builders
The Cordwainers
The Scriveners
Visiting Guilds (if present)

All-Guilds Annual Church Service Processions

The Clerk of the Merchant Adventurers holds the responsibility for getting
these procession in order, based on the precedence above, save that the host
Guild leads with its Officers escorting the Civic Party back to their reception.
Butchers’ Gild Annual Church Processions

The Clerk holds the responsibility for getting such processions in order. The
Senior Warden is responsible for the planning and operation of the parades.
Normally five Marshalls are required to walk with the parade, all wearing high
visibility jackets and some holding placards, to protect the parade from traffic.
1) Before the Church Service – from the Shambles to the Church

By tradition, the Gild Officers and Members process alone to All Saints Church
from the Shambles in the normal Gild Procession Order, this being:
1 Clerk
2 Beadle
3 Master

4 Immediate Past Master and Deputy Master together
5 Senior Warden and Junior Warden together
6 Members of the Company, in pairs together

Masters from other guilds may join this procession and normal practise would
be for them to process behind the Members.
2) After the Church Service – from the Church to the Reception

This is the main Gild Procession of the year so the Gild takes full precedence
whilst also hosting the York Civic Party. Therefore Officers of the Gild partner
the Civic Party to the reception. The procession order is thus:
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

Clerk
Beadle
Master and Lord Mayor together
Immediate Past Master and Lady Mayoress together
Deputy Master and Sheriff together
Senior Warden and Sheriff’s Lady together
Junior Warden (together with any Searchers present)
Members of the Company
Governors, Masters and other Officers of other guilds, in Guild Order
Members’ Ladies, Families and Guests, lead by the Master’s Lady
Other members of the congregation

at

4.6

Operation of the Telephone Tree

The telephone tree is to be used only for messages of an urgent nature,
whereby the postal service cannot be guaranteed to reach members of the
Gild before required actions or decisions need to be taken. This mechanism
need be rarely used.
Responsibility for deciding that the telephone tree is to be used lies with
any one of the following:
the Master, the Deputy Master, the Immediate Past Master or the Clerk,
or, if none of these are available,
by the agreement of any other two members of the Court of Assistants.
The Gild Wardens are responsible for the rapid and complete transmission
of such messages and shall use all means at their disposal for this
operation. If absent or otherwise unavailable, then deputies shall be
appointed by the following sequences:
Senior Warden
to
Deputy Master
Treasurer
Master's Appointment

Junior Warden
to
Immediate Past Master
Beadle
Master's Appointment

The full list of Members' names and addresses (register 5.5) is the basis for
the division of the ‘branches’ of the ‘tree’.
The Senior Warden (or deputy) is responsible for the first half of the
current members' list, and the Junior Warden (or deputy) for the second
half. This division is indicated by the symbols (sw) and (jw) at the base of
the all pages in the list.
The Wardens, on appointment on Shrove Tuesday, shall assure themselves
that all Members have current lists.
Once a decision to implement the telephone tree procedure has been taken,
the Wardens shall each contact at least one person on each page of their
sections of list and pass on the message; they shall require that this (those)
person(s) cascade the message to the other Members of the Company on
that page. In view of the serious nature of these messages, the Wardens
shall use their native wit and gumption to assure themselves that every
possible Member has been contacted.
The Wardens (or deputies) shall be responsible for writing to any Member
not successfully contacted.
The Senior Warden shall report in writing, via the Clerk, to the Court of
Assistants on the success, or otherwise, of the delivery of the message.
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4.7

Lapsed Subscriptions

In the event of a member failing to pay his subscription for a period of two
years, the member’s name shall be removed from the mailing list.
In the event of him wishing to recommence Company life, he shall seek reelection by nomination in the customary manner, the same to be considered
by the Court of Assistants with appropriate recommendation to the Full
Court. Should any such re-election be approved by the Full Court, then the
applicant will be invited to renew Gild life on terms that invitation is open
for acceptance within twenty eight days only, and that upon acceptance half
the then current joining fee, together with the full current annual
subscription, is payable as a condition of acceptance.
On recommencement of Company life, the member will adopt a seniority
within the Company from the date of the Full Court’s invitation.
A member so recommencing Company life will not be required to be
resworn#.

4.8

Library

In 2011 the Company Library was formally constituted. Library books are
stored in a cabinet at Jacobs Well. The Deputy Master acts as Librarian
during his term in office and can call upon the assistance of the Wardens as
and when required.
The Librarian maintains a list of books and records which member currently
has them on loan. The issue and return of books takes place at Court
Meetings and Court of Assistant Meetings
All books which have been gifted record the donor’s name and date of
donation. Donations are welcome from members and as a guide the library
keeps books on Guilds and Guild Life, Civic History and Historic Buildings of
the City and County of York, Butchers and the Craft of Butchery and Meat
Science and Technology. The Library can also contain books written by or
about Gild Members.

#

see footnote, section 4.1
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4.9
Courts Agenda

Full Courts and Courts of Assistants run through very similar agendas,
the difference being generally the depth of discussion on the subjects raised.
Broadly, the Court of Assistants will look into items raised in the first instance,
forwarding recommendations for the approval, or otherwise, of the Full Court
The agenda below is therefore valid for both Courts, but is set out here as a
prompt for the Clerk. Items may be left out, or additions made, as required.
Full Court and Court of Assistants
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Prayers
Silent Remembrance of any Members passed away since the last Court
Apologies
Welcome and introduction of guests, including any new members present
Minutes of the last Court (and Shrove Tuesday Court – see below)
Matters arising (other than on the agenda)
Master’s report (on his activities as Master)
Clerk’s report (correspondence received, gild business and administration)
Treasurer’s report (accounts, subscriptions, etc.)
Any Items from the Chaplain
Report of the Chairman of the Charity Sub-Committee
Membership matters, new members, next year’s officers
Dates of forthcoming Feasts and Church Service (up to 2 years in advance)
Forthcoming ‘Master’s Day’
Any other events
Gild Waggon Plays
Gild book(s) borrowed from the ‘Library’
Any Other Business

The Shrove Tuesday Court

The Shrove Tuesday Court is a Full Court of the Company and should therefore
follow the guideline above. (Until the move from Butchers’ Hall in the Shambles,
this was the broad format). However, time is short before the Feast and the main
objectives of the meeting are to swear in the new Master and Officers for the
forthcoming Gild year, together with any new members. (This Court is the only
opportunity to record the swearing in of new members and is therefore minuted).
The outgoing Master is responsible for the planning, rehearsal and operation of
the procession into and out of Court. The agenda should incorporate:
Entry Procession of Officers
Prayers
Welcome from the retiring Master
Memory of any members who have passed away during the previous year
The Clerk to move that items of Court business, including minutes, but save for
the following, be left over for the next Full Court (all members say aye)
6 Retiring Master’s address
7 Swearing in of new Master, Officers and new members (see section 3.5 - Oaths)
8 New Master’s address
9 Address by the Master of the London Company
10 Singing of the Butchers’ Anthem
11 Retiring Procession of Officers
1
2
3
4
5
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4.10

Handbook - Issue Status

This handbook was first issued in 1997 and ran, with alterations, until a
full revision was deemed necessary in 2002. This was published in 2004.
The Issue Status of this handbook is maintained on a sectional basis,
such that updates only need the reissue of the relevant section.
The current status of any part is denoted by the year of issue or reissue,
indicated by the initials of the Master at that time.
It is felt unlikely that there will be any need for any changes during any
year and alterations or additions can await incorporation at the start of
the next year. However, should there be such a need, any alterations or
additions will be denoted by a suffix (a, b, c, etc).
The master reference copy is held by the Clerk.
Current Status
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5.1

Artefacts of the Company

.Fixtures, Furnishings. ¨ Windsor Chairs (32), each different, each a gift of a new
member from gild renewal to furnish hall in Shambles ¨ Master’s Chair, carved, Master’s
gift (1952) of H. Foster ¨ Chairs (4), ‘Flying Bull’ in marquetry, originally loaned by
London Company, subsequently gifted ¨ Oak Table, 3’ 3” x 9’ 4”, gift (1950) of Alderman
J. B. Morrell, Lord Mayor of York ¨ Long Case Clock, early C19th, painted face, with gild
for many years, uncertain provenance ¨ Arms of Company, carved, ca. 2’ dia. wall
mounted, carved by Dick Reid, Master’s gift (1994) of K. Stobart ¨ Oak Panels (2), with
pediments, with gilt lists of Masters. 1st list (1943–1999), Master’s gift (1984), of G.
Nicholson. 2nd list (2000–), Master’s gift (2002) of J. F. Stephenson ¨ Embroidered Panel,
with Company Arms, gift of Barbara Reader, Master’s Lady ¨ Arms of Company,
framed, ca. 12” x 8”, gift of J. S. Symes ¨ Corner Cupboard, C17th, ca. 3’ high, wall
mounted, gift of George Scott, freeman ¨ Office Table, ca. 2’ x 4’, gift of S.R Ballard,
freeman ¨ Gavel, Master’s gift of J. V. Phillips, in memory of his wife ¨ Etchings (7), of
the City of York, originally loaned by Paul Waddington of the Merchant Adventurers,
subsequently gifted ¨ Apprentice Indenture, of Albert Oxtoby, York, 1893 ¨ Map of
York, 1694, print ¨ Framed Scroll, duplicate of honorary membership HRH The Princess
Royal, gift of Past Master P. Stobart, (2011) ¨ Bookcase, gift of Past Master S.R Ballard
(2011) ¨ Framed Letter, from Lady in Waiting to HRH The Princess Royal
.Tableware. ¨ Snuff Box, rams horn and silver plate, Master’s gift (1951) of J. V. Phillips
¨ Cup and Lid, silver plate, ca. 11”, presented (1987) by Dewhursts, The Shambles, ¨
Loving Cup, silver plate, ca. 10”, Master’s gift (1988) of E. N. Walker ¨ Cup and Lid, silver,
ca. 12”, Master’s gift (1991) of J. M. Seatory ¨ Loving Cup, silver plate, ca. 9½ ”, Master’s
gift (1987) of John Gates ¨ Cup, pewter, ca. 6½”, Master’s gift (1971) of Clifford Ellerker ¨
Tankard, George III, silver, ca. 4½”, double banded ¨ Goblet, pewter, ca. 6” ¨ Goblets
(2), silver plate, ca. 5”, with York City Arms, Master’s gift (1972) of W. R. Harrison ¨
Goblets (2), silver plate, ca. 5”, with Company Arms, Master’s gift (1990) of A. Squires ¨
Serviette Ring, silver, gift of John Raper, freeman ¨ Cigarette Case, silver, presented
(1960) by the Company to Paul Crombie on his retirement as Clerk, ¨ Whisky Tumblers
(2), silver, ca. 2½”, Master’s gift (1985) of P. C. F. Imison ¨ Goblets (6), silver plate, ca.
6”, inscribed 1969 with ¨ Tray, Sheffield plate, circular c. 12”, Master’s gift (1970) of S.
H. Curry ¨ Rowing Eight, silver, wood base, ca. 12” long, gift of Churchill College,
Cambridge to Canon J. N. Duckworth, 1973, (guest speaker, Shrove Tuesday Feast,
1974), subsequently bequeathed (1981) to the Company ¨ AVRO York, die cast model,
¨ Cup, silver ca. 4”, hallmarked 1731,
1/144, on admission of T. D. & E. J. Wright
¨ Siver Goblet (Royal Smithfield Show)
purchased (2010) by donations from members
and Wine Decanter (York Livestock Centre) , donation (2012) from estate of John Fisher
.Regalia. ¨ Master’s Jewel, commissioned from Leslie Durban, gift of the Clerk, Paul
Crombie, and members ¨ Master’s Lady’s Jewel, (first), brooch style, gift of Mrs. R.
Hudson ¨ Master’s Lady’s Jewel, (second), gift (2005) of R. Hudson on his elevation to
Searcher
.Processional. ¨ Mace, Queen Anne base with ball, gold leaf, made in the Shambles,
decorated by a pupil of York College of Art ¨ Sword*, executioners, steel, Master’s gift
(1995) of J. Nattrass, ¨ Cleaver, stainless steel, 2’ 9”, engraved ‘F. Dick’, made in Germany,
student prize of G. G. Bird, subsequently his Master’s gift, (1986)
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.For Safekeeping. ¨ Box, for tableware, made, adapted and presented (1969) by Master Alf
Foster, ¨ Safe, Chubb, purchase and delivery arranged (2002) by Master J. B. L. Cockburn,
¨ Display Case for sword* (see above)
.Robes. ¨ Master’s Robe, (first), red, fur trim, Alderman’s robe of Master Wm. Wright,
(Lord Mayor of York, 1925–1926), with Hat, admiral style, black, gold trim ¨ Master’s
Robe, (second), gift (2016) of decedents of Master Wm. Wright, red, fur trim, ¨ Robes
(2), red, black trim, for Immediate Past Master and Deputy Master, with Hats, admiral
style, black ¨ Robes (3), blue, black trim, for Wardens and Beadle ¨ Robe, black,
embroidered, for Clerk
.Waggon Plays. ¨ Waggon, four wheeled, with cross, constructed (2006) by A. M. Wright

from York and District Butchers’ Association. ¨ President’s Jewel, with engraved
¨
Presidents’ names, 1987 – 1980 ¨ Roll of Honour, Past Presidents, 1892-1992
Scroll, 1910, from Y&DBA to Councillor R. B. Lambert for long service as first President
Library

5.2
sb

The full contents of the Library are available from the Librarian. (see ordinance 4.8)
Current publications of note are as follows:
Bible, imprinted 1613 by Robert Barker, London. (‘Breeches Bible’)

(This bible is kept by the Clerk and used only at the Shrove Tuesday Court for the
annual swearing in ceremony)
‘The Freedom’, (limited edition no. 1692) by Hope, Birch and Torry, 1982, gift of Ray
Ballard, freeman, (2002), ISBN 0 86023 1364,
(a history of London Guilds)
‘The Outwith London Guilds of Great Britain’ by R. F. Lane, ca.1994,
issued by the Worshipful Company of Glaziers & Painters of Glass
(a directory of guilds outside of London)
Past Masters, given by D. Wright, containing photographs and life records of Past
Masters of the revived Gild. Any additional material will be welcome as our records are
not complete. Please send such information to the Clerk for consideration for inclusion.
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5.3

Past Masters

1943 – 44 F. Wright
44 – 45 W. Wright
45 – 46 J. J. Spencer
46 – 47 J. A. Wood
47 – 48 J. W. Bowman
48 – 49 G. N. P. Crombie
49 – 50 H. J. Sowery
50 – 51 J. V. Phillips
51 – 52 H. Foster
52 –53
J. Jeffrey
53 – 54 H. Thompson
54 – 55 J. J. Nicholson
55 – 56 R. E. Bowman
56 – 57 C. J. Clayton
57 – 58 J. J. Moor
58 – 59 F. Woodhead
59 – 60 J. W. Hudson
60 – 61 D. Wright
61 – 62 N. L. Wright
62 – 63 T. N. Rank
63 – 64 W. J. Linfoot
64 – 65 G. Scott
65 – 66 B. R. Clayton
66 – 67 L. Hawkswell
67
– 68
A. D. Wood
Past
Chaplains
68 – 69 A. E. Foster
69 – 70 S. Curry

1970 – 71 C. Ellerker
71 – 72 W. R. Harrison
72 – 73 J. S. Gillies
73 – 74 A. M. Bell
74 – 75 V. E. Green
75 - 76
J. Simpson
76 - 77
E. B. Pearce
77 - 78
J. W. B. Snaith
78 - 79
J. B. Gibson
79 - 80
C. R. Jackson
80 - 81
K. L. Hampshire
81 - 82
J. F. Reader
82 - 83
R. Hudson
83 - 84
A. G. Nicholson
84 - 85
P. C. F. Imison
85 - 86
G. G. Bird
86 - 87
J. Gates
87 - 88
E. N. Walker
88 - 89
E. Kemp
89 - 90
A. Squires
90 - 91
M. Seatory
91 - 92
J. Gillam
92 - 93
A. N. Wright
93 - 94
K. Stobart
94 - 95
J. Nattrass
95 - 96
J. B. Nicholson
96 - 97
J. P. Keenan

1997 - 98
98 - 99
99 - 2000
00 – 01
01 – 02
02 – 03
03 – 04
04 – 05
05 – 06
06 – 07
07 – 08
08 – 09
09 – 10
10 – 11
11 – 12
12 – 13
13 – 14
14 – 15
15 – 16
16 – 17
17 – 18
18 – 19
–
–

J. F. Yeomans
B. Wheatley
C. Morris
G. Stonehouse
J. F. Stephenson
J. B. L. Cockburn
D. C. Brown
S. A. Barker
R. Pearce
P. Megson
P. C. Stobart
N. K. Stobart
R. J. Hampshire
S. R. Ballard
I. Kelly
A. C. Trueman
J. D. Selman
D. R. Clapham
S. R. Wilkinson
S. J. Trueman
D. Lishman
M. Ward

Past Chaplains

1953 - 1957
1957 - 1971
1971 - 1991

Rev. Angelo Raine
1991 - 2003 Rev. David M. Porter
Rev. F. John Mann
2003 - 2009 Rev. Canon Simon Stanley
Rev. Canon J.H. Armstrong 2009 – 2019 Rev. Jane Nattrass

The Chaplain to the company has since the revival of the Guild movement in the City of
York, been the incumbency of All Saints’ Church, the civic church. The Reverend
Angelo Raine, rector from 1937 to 1957, did much to encourage the movement. In
particular, he was instrumental in the founding of the Gild of Freemen. He was
honorary archivist to the City and was an authority on its mediæval history. He wrote
a topographical survey ‘Mediaeval York’*, a standard text on the vanished and surviving
streets and buildings of the City.
Services of the Butchers’ Gild are recorded in the services Book of All Saints’ from the
20th November 1955. Previous services may be unrecorded.
Past Clerks

1941 – 1959 G. N. Paul Crombie# (Master 1948/49) 1959 – 1972 Kenneth W. H. Bloor
1972 – 2000 John F. Yeomans (Master 1997/98 during his 25th year as Clerk)
2000 – 2014 Steven Kilmartin
*
#
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Mediaeval York by Angelo Raine, M.A. 1955 pub. John Murray, London
Paul Crombie was instrumental in the quest for the revival of the Gild.

5.4
Officers for the Current Year

20

– 202

Master
Immediate Past Master
Deputy Master
Senior Warden
Junior Warden

Anne Smith
Stewart Houston

Honorary Searchers

David Brown

Clerk
Treasurer
Providitor
Registrar

Jean Sawdon
Andrew Trueman
Sam Ballard-Robinson

The Clerk’s Committee

Beadle
Chaplain

Life Honorary Members

for services as Clerk to the London Company
until retirement in 1991, and his long support of the York Company
I. S. Wheatley
for services as prime-mover of the York Guilds’
Waggon Plays 2002 and as secretary to the Waggon Plays Board to 2007
Reverend D. M. Porter
for services as Chaplain, 1991 – 2004
Reverend Canon S. Stanley for services as Chaplain, 2004 – 2009
A. J. C. Morrow
for services as Clerk to the London Company
until retirement in 2014, and his long support of the York Company
A. H. Emus

New Members welcomed into the Company on Shrove Tuesday, 2019
Members by Nomination

Honorary Member for a Year and a Day

Master of the Worshipful Company of Butchers
of the City of London

5.5
Trustees, Representatives and Members of Sub-Committees
Nominations for Membership Sub-Committee

The Master (Chairman)
The Immediate Past Master
The Deputy Master
Trustees of the Charitable Trust

5 years
years
years
2 years
1 year

Richard Hampshire

(Chairman)
(Vice Chairman )

Secretary and Treasurer to the Charitable Trust

Web Master

Edward Wright
Representative on Waggon Plays Board

David Clapham
Clerk’s Committee

see
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one to retire
annually, but
may seek
reappointment

Officers for the Current Year (register 5.4)

