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VIEWPOINT
Lots Going On
It’s unusual for Carnifex to make an appearance at this time of year, but there are so many things happening in
Gild life at the moment that the editorial team thought it fit to bring out a hiems (winter) edition to clear the
programme before the Waggon Plays fill our summer with excitement and activity.
Articles below cover a range of initiatives that should keep us busy. There are some interesting, and some
challenging, issues that will keep the Gild alive and active. It may be that some important decisions will need to
be taken that change the nature of Gild events. To this end, Carnifex urges all members to make a big effort to
attend the August Full Court. With any luck, the Master might buy you a drink in ‘the Akorn’ afterwards!
Ladies Feast
One of these up and coming issues concerns the nature of ‘The Ladies Feast’ – there is an article below about
this. But just to say here that those who didn’t attend the Feast last November missed one of the great events
that the Gild is sometimes able to deliver. On past occasions, we have heard the goring* of Gild butchers in full
chorus, but this occasion was one of the finest – we even went through the ‘Butchers’ Anthem’ twice, so fine was
the bass and tenor performance (and soprano and alto, of course, from some of our post-2002 members).
It was good to hear this song of praise at one of its rare renditions. (see article page 8). Many thanks to the
Master’s brother for bravely leading us so expertly at the keyboard. Do we have a York Guilds’ Choir?
The Master and Ladies
A delightful front page picture of York Masters, past and present, attending a London Company luncheon
recently – and with the Master’s Lady in attendance. (In butchery terms, a case of brain mixed into the brawn!)
For old time Masters, such as myself, when our Ladies only came out with us to our own Ladies’ Feast and
Church Service, this inclusion of the Master’s Lady is a happy change that has quietly crept up on the Gild,
unfortunately to our and the Master’s embarrassment. We are guilty of no reciprocal arrangement, to invite other
Masters’ spouses (spice?) or partners. The Master raised this issue at Courts recently.
The Court of Assistants was unable to recommend an action, but the Full Court bravely took a stand and agreed
to henceforth invite Masters of other Guilds, with their Ladies, to our Ladies Feast, with careful wording to ensure
that they are welcome at their own expense. The protocol committee (the Clerk?) will have to sit in special
session to work out if any top table etiquette is relevant. Masters will continue to be hosted on Shrove Tuesday.
Whatever any deliberations regarding the future of the Ladies Feast come up with, (see page 6) ensure that you
are in attendance to help produce that happy ambience of good cheer and welcome.
* goring – apparently, the collective noun for a group of butchers!

THE CLERK
The last edition of Carnifex reported the resignation of Steven Kilmartin after thirteen years of service.
The good news now is that our search for a replacement has been successful with the appointment at the last
Full Court of our own member, Jean Sawdon, to unanimous acclamation. This action was first up on the agenda
for the Court and Jean took up recording the minutes immediately following her appointment – thank you!
Jean is well known to the Company. Since joining in 2010, she has been one of our most regular attendees at
Full Courts. She is also a member of the London Company, following in her father’s footsteps.
Jean hails from Rotherham. Her working life has been spent in education and, in 1996, she was President of the
National Association of Teachers of Home Economics in its centenary year. In York, she is the Secretary to the
Association of Friends of Connaught Court, a residential care home in Fulford. She is a keen rambler and last
spring, she and husband John completed the 81 mile Dales Way in just 6 days for charity.
There may be formal, procedural, questions about Jean’s position. The Clerk, in the past, has always been an
outside appointment, without time limit. Jean has accepted the post, initially for a three year term. The Master is
keen to see term appointments for all roles in the Gild, in order to freshen us up and keep new blood interested
in fully participating in Gild life. Also, Jean is, of course, a Full Member (with vote) in her own right, but in 2003,
the Gild confirmed that the Clerk is an Honorary Member (with no vote). Is there a conflict here? Whatever!
Anyway, Carnifex wishes Jean well in her new role, and looks forward to her swearing in on Shrove Tuesday.
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THE CHAPLAIN – A RINGING ENDORSEMENT
New Appointment
Carnifex congratulates our Chaplain, Jane Nattrass, on being given yet another parish in York, Holy Trinity,
Micklegate, to look after. This is now her sixth, adding to our own Guilds’ Church of All Saints’, Pavement,
together with St. Denys, St. Martin, St. Olave and St. Helen. Our regular meeting place, Jacob’s Well, is the
parish hall of Holy Trinity. We hope that her appointment will help cement relations with the church authorities.
Interestingly, Holy Trinity church is the remaining portion of the mediæval Holy Trinity Priory, from which, on
Corpus Christi Day, the pageants of the Mystery Plays set forth on their journey around York. Can we hope that
our new Prioress will be seen blessing our own waggon at the start of this year’s Waggon Plays? (The last
prioress of St. Clement’s Nunnery, after the dissolution, is thought to have been able to retire to Jacob’s Well).
The Bells of St. Crux
Whilst we normally report that the traditional Butchers’ Church was
St. Crux, with
Christ Church in King's Square, it is also true that they worshipped in
All Saints and
St. Crux which stood at the bottom of the Shambles, possibly moving
Butter Market
to Christ Church when it was knocked down in Victorian times.
behind, (detail)
A small hall was built on the site of St. Crux to preserve various
by George Fall
monuments. St. Crux Hall is now the parish hall of All Saints’ from
(1848 – 1925)
where we process to our Church Service.
York City Art
Gallery
Chaplain Jane has traced the bells of St, Crux (the Butchers’ Bells)
that were originally in the church. These bells would have been heard
by Roman Catholic martyr and butcher’s daughter, Margaret Clitherow, the ‘Pearl of York’, in the 16th Century.
Through her various contacts, Jane had successfully started to raise money for her ringing project. (So far, she
has raised in the order of £30,000 to £40,000). First, the bells will be hung on low scaffolding which could be
positioned in various parts of York to enable children to ring them for peace during the anniversary of the end of
the First World War. (During war time the ringing of bells was banned).
Subsequently, she intends to have a further three bells cast and all to be hung in Holy Trinity, Micklegate.
They would be a tourist attraction for bell-ringers, and provide further opportunity to highlight the Gild, including a
possible opportunity to have Masters’ names inscribed on them.
Our Master has suggested that, at the appropriate time, the Gild may consider donating to this cause.
WAGGON PLAYS 2014
This year brings us once more to the York Guilds’ production of the Mystery Plays on waggons, pulled and
pushed to four ‘stations’ in the streets of York. The dates are Sundays, 13th & 20th July.
The following quote comes from the pages of The York Mystery Plays website, managed by the York Festival
Trust, our plays managing organisation. It was written by Deborah Pakkar Hull, the artistic director of the plays.
We’re in a very privileged position with the York Mystery Plays in that we can draw on a rich heritage that
goes back several hundreds of years, back to a time when the mediæval guilds of York took to the streets to
perform stories from the Bible on movable waggons to a mass audience of the religious faithful. However,
the Mystery Plays have never remained fixed – from their very inception, innovation and changing
circumstances have played an influential role in their development.
The evidence of this lies in what the plays have become today – fast forwards to the twenty first century and
we still see the guilds as custodians of the plays, but now joined by an array of church, school, university and
community groups; we still see the waggons as an integral part of the performances, but now aided by
modern design and technology; and we still see and hear plays drawn from the mediæval biblical pageants
being performed on the city’s streets and in its squares and parks but now to an audience of residents,
visitors, those of different faiths as well as those of a secular leaning.
What has resulted is a blend of the old and the new that has enabled us as we look ahead to the 2014
production to build on years of tradition, experience and expertise, but also to continue to evolve.
So what will the 2014 production look like?
Well, to start with the plays…
Each time the Mystery Plays are performed, they draw from the 48 plays that make up the original mediæval
cycle, and this year will follow that same tradition. Twelve plays have been selected from the original cycle
for the twelve groups that will take part in 2014. These include plays that have traditionally been performed
by guild groups across the centuries, representing an unbroken chain back through history. However, they
will also include many plays that have not appeared on the streets of York for several years. The twelve
plays will be put together to create a new cycle for 2014. This will tell a story of the struggle between good
and evil, beginning in the heavenly domain, before being played out on an earthly, human plane, with Jesus
either present in, or the focus of a series of dilemmas, difficulties and enterprises
continued . . .
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that explore this struggle. Themes such as suffering, sacrifice, temptation, betrayal and redemption will form
the backbone to this story, enabling it to reach beyond the mediæval text and speak to modern day
audiences, whether religious or not.
Roger Lee, chairman of the Mystery Plays Board, on the appointment of Deborah, said:
‘. . . her work as a director of participatory theatre working with all age groups, her considerable experience
of creating performances in non-theatre spaces, and her understanding of the importance of community and
heritage as part of the waggon play tradition which York Festival Trust has created over the last 15 years,
made her ideal for the role.’
The Butchers’ Gild waggon will be making its usual appearance for our play, ‘the Death of Christ’, or a variation
of it, as managed by our play director, Thomas Straszewski. David Clapham, our Plays’ Board Representative,
introduced Tom to us at the last Full Court where he laid out his ideas for the production. Look out for a modern
dress version.
Tom completed his MA in 2012, in Theatre: Writing, Directing and Performance, at York University. In his time in
York, he has directed various plays including The Merry Wives of Windsor for the York Shakespeare project.
David will be, this year, our Master and will lead our Robed Officers as they process around the streets ahead of
the waggon. Our other experienced waggon leader, Tony Wright, will be unable to attend, so the appointment of
Waggon Master is awaited with bated breath!
This is an ideal opportunity to volunteer for one of York’s finest events, especially for new members or those who
have never participated before. Apart from Waggon Master, we will require a full complement of waggon pullers
/ pushers on each Sunday (drink provided by the Gild). Furthermore, if any gildsman or a member of his family
wishes to try their hand and voice with a part in the play, then our players will be happy to give anyone a go,
through an audition. Other jobs will need to be done in waggon preparation in the weeks prior to the production,
and in helping with the stewarding of the plays. Please let David know if you are willing, able and available.

FROM THE MASTER – 1
The York Apprenticeship Graduation Ceremony
(see photographs front page)
th
On 18 November 2013, a hundred and twenty York apprentices gathered with relatives and friends for their
graduation ceremony in the Minster. (There were over a thousand such apprentices who graduated in 2013, but
as they take up jobs across the country, it is a difficult challenge to get them back for this ceremony. However
the number attending grows each year). These apprentices were from many organisations representing a wide
and varied range of business types, from Hospitality & Catering and Food & Drink to Rail Engineering, Sporting
Excellence and Spectator Safety.
The seven York Guild Masters attended a reception at the Dean Court Hotel before processing to the Minster.
The event was sponsored by several organisations including the National Apprenticeships Service, York City
Council and York College. The Clerk of the Merchant Adventurers, Stephen Upright, organised the involvement
of the Gilds. The historical role of the York Gilds, in representing the original foundation of apprenticeships, was
highlighted in the brochure that contained the names of all one thousand-plus apprentices, together with their
employers and apprenticeship providers. The historical atmosphere provided by the Minster and the presence of
the Gild Masters certainly created a great sense of occasion for the ceremony. Masters took it in turn to
congratulate about twenty apprentices and present them with their certificates
There were several speeches, including an inspirational one given by the celebrity hairdresser Andrew Barton.
He had started out as an apprentice hairdresser in Barnsley. He now has a famous salon in London, was the
hairdresser on the TV Programme ‘10 Years Younger’, has styled the hair of many celebrities and sells his own
hair care product range through ASDA. One of the lessons he learned as an apprentice was that if something
he has done is ‘alright’ then it isn’t – continuous improvement and the pursuit of excellence are keys to success.
This ceremony was an extremely worthwhile occasion for the Gilds to honour the achievements of these
apprentices, and to endorse the benefits of the apprenticeship scheme for both individuals and companies.
FROM THE MASTER – 2
70th Year Anniversary Presentation
(see photographs front page)
The Presentation of a Butcher’s Steel to Roy Craven, Master Butcher, at Morrisons Supermarkets
The Master was delighted to mark the 70th anniversary of the restoration of the Gild since its renewal in 1943, by
presenting a butcher’s steel in recognition of someone who had made an exemplary contribution to butchery.
The presentation was made to Roy Craven at the new Morrisons Supermarkets store in Foss Islands, York, on
the afternoon of Tuesday 3rd December 2013.
continued . . .
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At the presentation the Master said:
‘Firstly, I would like to thank Chris Meadows, Corporate Affairs and Communications of Morrisons
Supermarkets, and Jane Nattrass, Chaplain to the York Gild of Butchers, for their part in helping to organise
this presentation today.
The first record of a Gild structure in York, including Butchers, appears in the Freemen’s Rolls of 1272, and a
key activity of these Gilds was to ensure that standards of workmanship were protected through the
apprenticeship scheme. It is therefore extremely encouraging to know that Morrisons Supermarkets is one of
the largest providers of apprenticeships in the UK, if not the largest, and that they have successfully trained
over one thousand five hundred young people so far in butchery and bakery skills.
The York Butchers’ Gild continues to do its part to highlight the importance of apprenticeships, and is keen to
develop a permanent exhibition about its history from its roots in the Shambles area of York, including the
original development of apprenticeships, and the relevance of this legacy to today’s meat producers. History,
of course, reminds us that things do not always go smoothly, and in fact membership of the Butchers’ Gild
dwindled to just one in 1940. Fortunately continuity was ensured when new members were sworn in, and
following this renewal the first Master took office in 1943.
So it is in celebration of the 70th year of this new era that the Gild is delighted to honour your long and
distinguished career Roy. As I understand it, you have worked as a Butcher and applied your butchery skills
for over forty years in several meat businesses including J. Bradbury in Leeds, George Turners in Tadcaster,
and A.W. Curtis and Sons in Lincoln. However the greater part of your career has been with Morrisons
Supermarkets and it is through them in particular that you have also passed on your knowledge and
expertise to so many trainees. So congratulations on your achievements and thank you for your dedication.
As the current Master of the Company of Butchers of the City of York, it gives me great pleasure to thank you
for your exemplary contribution to the Trade, and to present you with this commemorative Butcher’s Steel.’
Also attending the presentation were the Gild Chaplain, Jane Nattrass, and the Chairman of ‘Visit York’, Jane,
Lady Gibson, who is the wife of Sir Ian Gibson, Chairman of Morrisons Supermarkets,

FROM THE MASTER – 3
Visit to London Company

(see photographs front page)
th

On the 6 February 2014, I attended the
Court and Livery Luncheon of the
Worshipful Company of Butchers at
Butchers’ Hall, Bartholomew Close,
London. The Company is one of the
seven oldest Livery Companies of
London.
I was welcomed to the
morning Court Meeting for reports and
to witness the admission of two new
members to the ‘Livery and Clothe’.
In addition to the Master and the Clerk to the Company, the Court consists of twenty one members. The Master
is assisted by a Deputy Master, five wardens and fourteen assistants.
The Court meeting was followed by a reception and luncheon for one hundred and fifty members and guests.
It was pleasing to see several York Members who are also London Members, including our Clerk-Elect, Jean
Sawdon. Most notable of course was Ian Kelly, York Master in 2011 and current London Master. Ian is only the
second person to become Master of both guilds, the first being Brian Wheatley who was London Master in 2008
and York Master in 1998. Brian was our host for the event and he did a wonderful job, looking after Mary Rose
and me. It was a great honour and pleasure for us to enjoy their company at this splendid event.

t
POTENTIAL BUTCHERS AND SHAMBLES EXHIBITION
Over the last year, both Courts have been discussing the possibility of the development of some form of
exhibition that would demonstrate to York visitors the history of the Shambles area and of the Gild. The Full
Court, back in August, agreed to fund a feasibility report from Ben Pugh, cultural consultant. Ben is well known
in Waggon Play circles having managed a production.
He delivered his Draft Study just prior to the last Full Court. This did not allow time for comprehensive study – all
members are invited to study the report by obtaining copies from the Master whose contact details are in
the handbook. The Court agreed to the Master’s suggestion that a small committee be formed to take this
matter further, chosen members of which are Jeremy Selman (Master), David Clapham (incoming Master), Jane
Nattrass (Chaplain), Jean Sawdon (Clerk), George Stonehouse and Stephen Wilkinson. Roger Pearce was also
asked to join this committee as Chair of the Charitable Trust because any funding monies
continued . . .
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that may be sourced from the Lottery Fund would have to be delivered through a proper charity. Currently it is
felt that the chances of obtaining such funds are good as the project ‘ticks the boxes’. (heritage, education, etc).
The Court gave authority to the sub-committee to act promptly to act on the report in May, especially in relation
to any exhibition boards that could be produced in time for the Waggon Plays in July. The final target may be
some form of medium term exhibition in a property in the Shambles. There may be elements of volunteering to
manage it. Please ask the master for a copy of the report for your better understanding.
The report covers many aspects and appears to be in agreement with the purposes of York’s Tourism Strategy.
This is an exciting project that deserves our support – it will make our Gild wider known and understood and will
place us in a good light with the City Authorities.
In the meantime, Carnifex urges the sub-committee to prepare a very good case to put before the Gild Charity
Trustees who will have to cast their beady eyes across the proposal if the Charity Fund is to be used.

CHARITABLE TRUST
At the last Full Court, the chairman of the trustees reported that the Trust now held over £57,000. This is now
over £61,000 due to fundraising this year (Master’s Day and sales of the Master’s CD) – thank you Master.
Donations in 2013 were £250 each to St Leonard’s Hospice and to Martin House Hospice. £400 has also been
given to the York Festival Trust to help fund an educational pack for school children on the history of the
Waggon Plays. The Butchers’ Gild can be proud to be the only guild associated with this initiative.
As reported above, (see page 5), the Charitable Trust will need to be the vehicle through which funding is
channelled for the Exhibition project. This use of the Charity begins to demonstrate potentially interesting ways
that it could be used if in agreement with its scope. The Charity continues to be frustrated by low interest rates –
imaginative (legal) channelling of funds might be a process that we can use to raise our profile.
LADIES FEAST
Mutterings about the Ladies Feast are gradually becoming louder and in the last Full Court there was a direct
discussion about its cost. Now I’m not sure if one can justify going to the Shrove Tuesday Feast at £55 a head
and then not taking out one’s long suffering other half to the Ladies Feast at £46.50 a head, but clearly we need
to examine all possibilities. The Feasts are the mainstay of the Gild and support of the Master in his year should
be a first aim of all members. (As previously, Carnifex will welcome any comment on this, and on any other
subject, so long as it is suitable for publication. Another edition should be produced before any Court in the
future, so an argument in print would be an interesting development).
This journal will try to offer further possibilities without expressing any preference (except a vote to maintain the
status quo) in order to promote further debate.
First of all, however, perhaps we should look at the origins of the Ladies
Feast. The old timers in the Carnifex smoke-filled press room
indicate that the Ladies of the time (1950s?) were asked what form of
evening they would enjoy – and the answer was a Feast of the same
form as Shrove Tuesday, but with entertainment rather than speeches.
We now have an occasion that has become the Master’s evening to
which he can bring his family in celebration of his year. Are we to
change this long established function for something different without
reference to our spouses / partners and to take away part of the
Master’s memorable year?
Possibilities that spring to mind are:
Honoured Guests enjoying the
 Examine other venues that can handle over a hundred people;
Loving Cup Ceremony, 2013
 Downsize the Feast to one in Bedern Hall, limiting guests to spouse
/ partner only;
 Upsize the Feast to always hold it in the Merchant Adventurers, with a decrease in cost to members and
spouses but increasing the cost to outside paying visitors to York in order to make it an open charity event.
Add in other fundraising such as raffle, Gild souvenirs;
 Make the October weekend a one day event with the meal an all-afternoon Sunday Lunch (i.e. following the
Annual Gild Service) instead of an evening Feast. Lunches are generally cheaper than dinners and a shorter
total weekend would certainly make it cheaper for those members who have to spend a weekend in York.
(normally two nights in a B & B);
 Ask our colleagues from York Livestock Market to host the event. Certainly the one time that the Feast was
held in a marquee at the market was a memorable event, with carving expertise being demonstrated by
various Gild members. The venue does have a meat related ambience;
continued . . .
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 Examine our fee structure. Look at ways of monthly payments to include an element of Feast payments. Set

up individual membership accounts to draw upon for both Feast and Annual Fees.
 For the over 65s, get rid of the reduction in membership fees in exchange for a 50% reduction for the spouse
/ partner at the Ladies Feast.
Some of these ideas will be deemed ridiculous, but perhaps they might spark off better ones. We are sure that
there are other possibilities, but we need imaginative suggestions – please come forward with them. Then,
perhaps, we can draw up a list from which to make a decision our Ladies can make a decision.
The Court of Assistants needs to address this issue, but a single Court will not be able to take this on without
research. Perhaps the time has come for a sub-committee to investigate all possibilities and report on various
options and the commitment needed to each. And our spouses / partners must be included in the consultation.

GILD ASSETS
The Library
During the last year, the Master has taken upon himself to continue with a programme that was his responsibility
during his year as Deputy Master – to wit, the cataloguing of the books in the library. This he had completed –
and there are currently in the order of seventy tomes held in our bookcase in the Jacob’s Well storeroom.
A method of lending administration has also been drawn up.
It will be up to our new Deputy Master after Shrove Tuesday to work out how to henceforth display the books at
each Court – the storage area is not suitable for general access. Perhaps a set of plastic storage boxes? Or is
there a way of negotiating with the church authorities to allow a locked book case in the room at the top of the
stairs in Jacob’s Well, weighted so as not to fall over?
More books please – we must keep the Deputy Master busy! And please can the Gild member who has
borrowed ‘The Freedom’ (gift of Ray Ballard in 2002) return it for inclusion in the Library.
General Assets
Various members, including the Master for 2011 – 2012, have previously raised concerns about our lack of
management of our physical assets. Assets are logged in the Gild Handbook under ‘Artefacts’ (# 5.1). There is
no apparent system of care for our artefacts, no planned audit, (an ad-hoc one was conducted about four or five
years ago), no checks, no formal maintenance programme.
The Deputy Master has responsibility for the Library – perhaps it is now time to set up a formal asset
maintenance plan, managed by the Deputy Master with the help of the Wardens (they do swear to look after our
rents and farms!). It should incorporate an annual audit for handover between Masters and a maintenance
register so that our rather ad-hoc approach to mending of chairs, upkeep of Masters’ Boards and care of cloaks
and hats (we are still two ‘Admiral Style’ Hats short) is formalised. Perhaps it should be in the remit of the Clerk
to set this all in motion and maintain the records.
Silver Ware – storage
Steven Kilmartin’s role as Clerk kindly included the care of our silver ware in safe storage. It is not in our interest
to broadcast our new place of storage in this chronicle, but thank you to the kind volunteer. We look forward to
the sight of a team of oxen hauling the safe across York, with beefy butchers in charge!
Silver Ware – insurance
The Master expressed his surprise at the last Full Court that we hold no insurance for any of our artefacts.
This may be a concern to other members who were not party to the decision that was taken many years ago.
At that time, our premiums were rising steeply and, for a number of reasons, it was felt that insurance was not
worth while. ( Insurance for the silver ware and robes only covered the time when they were in storage and not
when at highest risk i.e. at Feasts and on Parades  None of our artefacts could readily be replaced to maintain
the continuity of provenance to its original donor  Annual Premiums amount to the full value of our artefacts in
not too many years). So the decision was taken not to take out insurance.
This has had one ramification – if we had such insurance, then we could have taken out public liability for our
parades through the streets on the back of property insurance at a reasonable price. As we had none, such new
insurance would have been costly, so we have no public liability insurance either and trust that the bus and taxi
drivers of York will not run over the Lord Mayor as we process to Jacob’s Well.
One item of silver may need special attention. The silver rowing eight is rather unusual, certainly in our circles,
commemorating Cannon Duckworth of British rowing history and a survivor and hero of the Burma railway.
We are privileged to be its custodian. Should this single object be subject to special care and security measures?
Long Case Clock
One item in our inventory is a long case clock of relative rustic design, now in Jacob’s Well. It is of unknown
provenance – we have no record of why it is in our ownership. Can anyone spread any light on this matter?
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THE BUTCHERS’ ANTHEM
The singing of the Butchers’ Anthem at the Ladies Feast in October was the third time that it has been sung in
recent years. As on the two previous occasions, it produced a wonderful rendition (in quantity, if not on choral
quality). If nothing else, a body of butchers can bring forth a resounding reverberation. It seems worthwhile to
explain the source of this anthem and our adoption and adaption of it.
In 1938, Fred Wright – our first Master of the modern era – attended the Jubilee Conference of the National
Federation of Meat Traders’ Associations. Included were a conference, a reception and exhibition (hosted by
the Lord Mayor and Corporation of London at the Guildhall), and a sumptuous banquet and dance in Park Lane.
At some point during the event, the ‘Butchers’ Anthem’ was sung, to the tune of ‘The Farmers’ Boy’, (similar to
the Australian National Anthem), aided by a printed song card. The card, invitations, menu, carriage instructions
and souvenir programme were found in Fred’s papers some ten years ago and sung at the 2005 Ladies Feast.
The 1938 printed words of the Anthem were:
(words in italics are our altered Yorkist version):
Now butchers we, good men and free, who sing the Butchers’ Song.
Our voice we raise, our trade we praise, to which we all belong.
Whate’er betide, stand side by side
In Federation strong, for we . . . . . . (In Company so strong, for we)
Are butchers all, the nation’s call
Shall find us butchers free, . . . . . . (Shall find us butchers free, in York [shout])
Shall find us butchers free.

GILD ANNIVERSARY OR ANNIVERSARIES?
The presentation of the steel to mark 70 years of the new-era Gild (see article page 4) raises the question of
when we should celebrate anniversaries. The rebirth was really a process, rather than a fixed time event. This
recent award marked 70 years from the appointment of the first Master in 1943, but the first Court was held in
1940 and the first Feast in 1941. To celebrate two diamond-and-gold anniversaries (75 years), Carnifex looks
forward to the 2015 Master taking the summer Full Court back to the site of the first Court, and the incoming
Master in 2016 holding an extra special Shrove Tuesday Feast. (This is a special occasion for another reason
that becomes apparent on examining our list of Robed Officers).
A WIDER SOCIAL LIFE FOR THE GILD?
Our Gild has recently been represented at quiz events organised by other York guilds, (although results have not
been divulged). This has prompted our in-house researcher to look at other events that are within the social
calendars of our colleagues. Examples are:
 Cordwainers Pie and Peas Supper
 Builders Visit to Howsham Mill
 Scriveners City Walk
Whilst our Gild has a much wider geographical spread of members than the other York guilds, making events
more difficult to organise, these programmes seem to us to be important in building a strong social base for the
future. Our Master’s Day is important, but could we investigate other events that most of the Company could
reach? The Butchers’ Fund Raising Bar B Que sounds a great possibility. We also hope that, in future, our new
Clerk will provide information from the other guilds about open events.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
The Master requests the presence of all officers and members (or their apologies beforehand) on
4th March
Shrove Tuesday Court 6.15 pm – All Saints’ Church, Pavement
and Shrove Tuesday Feast 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm – Merchant Taylors’ Hall, Aldwark
13th May
Court of Assistants 7.00 pm – Jacob’s Well, Trinity Lane, Micklegate
th
25 May
United Guilds Service
Spring and Summer
Preparation of the York Guilds’ Waggon Plays
Sundays 13th & 20th July
York Guilds’ Waggon Plays played on the Streets of the City
The Master requests the presence of all officers and members (or their apologies beforehand) on
12th August
Full Court 7.00 pm – Jacob’s Well, Trinity Lane, Micklegate
th
25 October Ladies Feast 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm – Merchant Taylors’ Hall, Aldwark
26th October Annual Church Service All Saints’ Church, Pavement Reception afterwards at Jacob’s Well
Members please meet at 10.00am at St. Crux Hall, Shambles, to process to church. Spouses,
partners and guests please be in the church by 10.15am to welcome the Gild and the Civic Party
2nd December Court of Assistants – 7.00 pm – Jacob’s Well, Trinity Lane, Micklegate
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