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The Master and the Gild seem to have been very busy since Shrove Tuesday, hence
the Editor has made an executive decision to produce an extra edition of Carnifex
this year and hopes that the Treasurer approves!

Court of Assistants Meeting.
The Court of Assistants held their regular meeting at Jacobs Well at the beginning of
May. At the end of the meeting Past Master Ray Ballard presented a solid silver
Point to Point cup to the Master, David Lishman on behalf of the Ballard and
Trueman families which have three Past Masters of the Gild. The cup was won by
Edwin Johnson of Thirsk (the predecessor to the family business) in 1935 at the
Zetland Hunt Point to Point races. The Master was delighted to receive this gift
which will be added to the Gild’s collection and displayed along with the other silver
items at the Shrove Tuesday and Ladies Feasts.

Dates for your Diary
th

Saturday 7 October 2017
Ladies Feast
th

Sunday 8 October 2017
Gild Annual Church Service.
st

Tuesday 31 October 2017
Autumn Lunch

Past Master Ray Ballard and Past Masters Andrew
and Sarah Jane Trueman presenting the cup to the
Master

Past Master Ray Ballard and wife
Eileen

th

Tuesday 5 December 2017
Court of Assistants Meeting
th

Wednesday 13 December 2017
Annual Carol Service, All Saints
Church, Pavement.
th

Tuesday 9 January 2018
Full Court Meeting
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Photos courtesy of Rvd.J Nattrass

Master’s Project – The York Pie
At the May meeting the Master gave details of a project that he wishes to proceed with during his year of office, which
is to create a ‘York Pie’. This would involve: Creating a recipe that all butchers making the pies would follow,
 Determine standards e.g. Yorkshire pork and ham,
 Create a design,
 The recipe only being available to members of the Gild.
It was approved that the Master and Past Master Andrew Trueman would work on this project and as you will read later
on in this issue two prototypes have already been made and tested.

Joint Guilds Church Service
In June the Joint Guilds Church Service was held at the Parish and Guild Church of All Saints
Pavement. Each year the Guilds of York take it in turn to organise the event and this year
the responsibility was that of the Butchers.
The Masters, Robed Officers and members of each Guild met at the Merchant Adventurer’s
Hall prior to processing to Church and before leaving the Hall ,the Master, David Lishman,
rang the ‘Butchers’ Bell’ that stands proudly in the gardens.
After the Service where the Master and the Sherriff read the lessons and the Chaplain, the
Reverend Jane Nattrass, gave an excellent Sermon, the large numbers who attended
processed back with the Sherriff to the Merchant Adventurers Hall for refreshments. This
year these included, courtesy of the Master, the first making of ‘The York Pie’ which was
extremely well received.

Top Right picture – The Master rings the
‘Butchers Bell’ which is situated in the
gardens of the Merchant Adventurer’s Hall.
Above Left- The procession leaves Merchant
Adventurer’s Hall to go to church.
Above Middle – The Master, Sherriff and
Senior Warden
Above Right -The Chaplain, Master Sherriff,
Governor and Masters of the other Guilds.
Bottom Left The Master gives a warm
welcomes to everyone
Bottom Right – The Master cuts the first
edition of The York Pie
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Summer Lunch
In June the Gild held another lunch at Bedern Hall. The guest speaker on this occasion was Laura Yeoman, the Archivist
at Explore, the York Archives, who gave an interesting illustrated talk about the archives and the new purpose built
accomodation situated at the rear of the library, next to the Museum Gardens.
Laura was the person responsible for working with the Clerk and the Treasurer in arranging for the Gild’s Archives to be
deposited with Explore on a 5 year loan basis, which as those of you who have read the Minutes of the Full Court
Meeting, will know has now been completed.
The Clerk would like to express her appreciation to the Treasurer, Richard Hudson and his wife Barbara for all their
assistance in succesfully completing this task.
The next lunch for the Gild will be held on Tuesday 31st October at Bedern Hall.

Right and Left - Members and Guests enjoying the talk given by Laura Yeoman
Centre – The Master, Clerk, Laura Yeoman and Past Master David Clapham. Past Master David Clapham very kindly organises the
lunches for the Gild.

The Breeches Bible
One of the items included in the Archives of the Gild is a Breeches Bible. The bible
was printed in 1613 and during the 17th Century was in the family of William
Barnsley, Cutler of Sheffield. In the early 20th Century it was in the possession of the
Guest family of Sheffield and then probably via the Clayton family into the Gild’s
possession in the 1960’s. C. J Clayton became a member of the Gild in 1940 and B.R.
Clayton (a butcher in Ousegate) joined in 1954. The bible has been rebound and
repaired.
A Breeches bible is an interesting variation of the Geneva Bible the first of which appeared in 1579. In the Breeches
Bible, Genesis Chapter III Verse 7 reads: "Then the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were
naked, and they sewed fig tree leaves together, and made themselves breeches." In the King James Version of 1611,
"breeches" was changed to "aprons". Geneva Bibles with the "breeches" passage continued to be printed well into the
time of the King James Bible of 1611.
This insertion found in the bible was written on 1/2/17. (There is no indication as to
whether it was 1817 or 1917)

‘The Breeches Bible was the outcome of the labours of some Protestant refugees
in Geneva who fled from Queen Mary’s persecution. They translated somewhat
quaintly the Holy writings from Hebrew and Greek and their statement that
Adam and Eve sewed fig leaves to make themselves breeches gave the edition
its distinctive title.
The bible was never sanctioned for public use in churches but was the household
bible for nearly a century after its publication.
The first edition to be printed in English was printed somewhere on the continent
about 1535, the second edition was published two years afterwards (1537) and
is admittedly the first English bible printed in England.
Photos courtesy of Laura Yeoman
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St. Peter’s School.
In July the Master and the Clerk accepted an invitation from Mr Leo Winkley,
the Head Master of St. Peters School, to the Commemoration and Prize
Giving Service held at the Minster. The guest of honour was Lieutenant
Caroline Lewin MBE Commanding Officer of 2nd Signal Regiment who gave a
very interesting address to all assembled. Sixth Form pupils, parents and
guests then partook of a short walk back to the school for a reception in the
grounds overlooking pupils playing a game of cricket. The same nets and
pitch on which Jonny Bairstow (Yorkshire and England cricketer) honed his
The Master and his wife Lynne together with Governor
skills.
of the Company of Merchant Adventurers, Mr Philip
Thake and his wife Christine.

Phil’s Walk to York
Those members of the Gild who are not Liverymen of London will probably have noticed that the photos used in the
various editions of Carnifex when reporting the Masters’ visits to London are courtesy of Philip McCarthy who is the
photographer at the Worshipful Company. Butchers Hall in London is being refurbished so Phil decided that he would
complete a solo walk from Butchers Hall in London to York in order to raise money for the refurbishment, bringing a
message from the Master of London to the Master of York
He began his very long walk, on Friday 4th August and arrived at Micklegate Bar in York at 4pm on Friday 11th August.
At Micklegate Bar he was greeted by the
Master, the Clerk, and the Beadle. Dr Jason
Aldiss then piped the group down Micklegate
to Trinity Lane where various members of the
Gild were waiting to welcome him to York.
At the reception which included the second
making of The York pie, the letter was
handed over to the Master by Phil and in
return the Master gave him a cheque for
£250 from the Gild for his cause.
Finally arrived!

The letter is handed over

The Pie made by the Master for Phil’s arrival

Jason Aldiss leads the procession
down Micklegate

The Master presents the cheque from the
Gild

Photos courtesy of David Lishman and John Sawdon

The Clerk has recently received a letter from Phil McCarthy in which he writes:‘Thank you for all your efforts in making my entry into York such a memorable one. I am very appreciative of the
welcome I received from the Master, Beadle, Jason on the bagpipes and members of the Guild who turned out to greet
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me. The pie the Master created was absolutely delicious and was thoroughly enjoyed for three days as we were given a
huge chunk to take home. For someone like me who so enjoys the history of old timber framed buildings it was
fascinating to see inside your hall and learn a little of its history.
I would be most grateful if at your next Guild meeting you could convey my profound appreciation to the Master for his
kind words and hospitality to myself, my mother and my wife and to the Guild in general for receiving me and making
the end of the walk so special. The kind donation the Master presented was ‘the crust on the pie’ so to speak!’
The total miles walked by Phil were 231.6 and the walking time amounted to 68 hours 52 minutes. The amount raised
was £8,032. Well done Phil.

Master’s Day Out
This year members of the Gild and their families were invited by the Master to Ilkley for his Day Out. Ilkley holds a
Continental Market on the second weekend in August so on arrival members made their way up to the Grove for a
wander around. On return they were then very well entertained to a superb barbeque, salads, desserts and liquid
refreshments.
During the afternoon the Master gave a very interesting guided tour of the facilities at his premises which was very well
received by everyone.
Once again thank you to the Master, Lynne, their family and staff for looking after everyone so well.

The Master explains the production of the
Charcuterie.

Dessert Time!!

Past Masters David Brown and Ray
Ballard inspect the finished product.

Our hosts have a chance of five minutes

Enjoying the sunny afternoon

Past Master Sarah Jane Trueman thanks
the Master for a most enjoyable time

In Memoriam
Norman Wright
Norman was born in York in 1923 and was the grandson of William Wright who founded the family butchery business in
1884 and was Lord Mayor of York in 1925. Norman, influenced by his grandfather was a City Councillor in the 1960’s
and continued the family role of charitable work in York. He joined the Gild in 1953 and became Master in 1961 and to
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the end was always an active and supportive member. It was Norman who was responsible for organising last year the
gift from the Wright family of the new Master’s Robe which replaced his grand fathers Alderman’s robe used until then.
Norman was a talented musician, being a long serving church organist, only recently
stopping playing at services, and also a talented sportsman, tennis and rugby union
being his passions. He always viewed that the injuries he sustained in his rugby matches
were his badge of honour. His happy youth ended with the outbreak of World War Two
when he enlisted in the Royal Navy. Norman was a Normandy Veteran and as reported
in the Spring Edition of Carnifex in 2016, the French Government wanted to recognise
the selfless acts of heroism and determination displayed by all surviving veterans of the
Normandy landings, and of the wider campaigns to liberate France in 1944, by awarding
them with the Legion d’Honneur which Norman received in 2015.
Norman was an innovative business man who continued to take his business forward
and after study trips to America opened the first supermarket in York, which in later
years he sadly reflected that the ever increasing expansion of multi-national
supermarkets spelt the end of the independent family businesses and York lost some of its unique character.
Norman was a gentle man in every sense and a very proud Yorkshire man.
Norman’s daughter Anne has asked that the following thank you be printed in Carnifex.
‘To the Master, Officers and Members of the Company of Butchers of the City of York, on behalf of all our family I would
like to thank you all for the kindness you have given following dad’s death. It was a great honour for us all to have you
at dad’s Funeral and for George, the Mace Bearer, to lead dad into Chapel.
It is also a great honour for the Annual Apprentice Award to be re-named in dad’s memory. The Company of Butchers
has been very important to the Wright family for well over 100 years, my great grandfather William started out
apprenticed to a Master Butcher in Leeds. He greatly valued his training and this ethos he passed down to his sons,
grandsons and great grandsons so as a family we are pleased and proud that the York Company continues to promote
the Apprentice Awards.
On behalf of Dorothy and the Wright family a most sincere thank you.’
Anne Smith.

NB. Unless otherwise stated the photographs in this issue are courtesy of David Hobman.

The Company of Butchers of the City of York – clerk@yorkbutchersgild.co.uk
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