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This issue begins with the Gild sending our heartfelt
congratulations to Lishman’s of Ilkley, who in
November received the prestigious Meat Trades
Journal ‘Butchers Shop of the Year’ award and the
Meat Trades Journal ‘North of England Butchers
Shop of the Year’ award at a ceremony hosted by
the Meat Trades Journal at County Hall in London.
The Master David Lishman and his daughter
Emma with the award

Gild Visit to London

As is traditional in September, the Gild was pleased to receive an invitation from The
Worshipful Company of Butchers for up to ten of our members, who are not
Liverymen, to attend the church service at St Bartholomew the Great and meeting of
Common Hall held afterwards in Ironmongers Hall. The Master, and other members of
the Gild who are Liverymen, were joined by four members of the Gild for this most
enjoyable day where the new Master of the Worshipful Company takes his office for
the year. Immediately prior to the Common Hall meeting the members assembled
were given an update on the progress of the Butchers Hall redevelopment.

Dates for your Diary
th

Wednesday 13 December 2017
Guilds Carol Service All Saints
Pavement 7p.m.
th

Tuesday 9 January 2018
Meeting of the Full Court
th

Tuesday 13 February 2018
Shrove Tuesday Court and Feast
th

Tuesday 8 May 2018
Court of Assistants Meeting.
Top Left, The Master, his wife Lynne, Past
Masters Chris Morris and Roger Pearce and the
Clerk.
Top Right The Masters of London and York
Bottom Left. Member Sam Ballard Robinson and
the Chaplain with the Master and other
members of the Gild
Photos courtesy of Phil McCarthy.
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‘Elvis’ and ‘Dave the Uke’entertain at the Ladies Feast
The Ladies Feast was again held at Taylors Hall in early October where
guests enjoyed an excellent meal , the sirloins of beef being very kindly
sponsored by WR Wright & Sons of Liverpool. As is now the custom
each table had a nominated carver who was supplied with the
apprpriate chefs attire in order to present and carve the beef at the
table.
During the evening Vegas Elvis entertained with music which was
obviously of an era known to all as there was much singing along and
dancing towards the end of the evening.
The surprise guest of the evening was ‘Dave
the Uke’ who assisted the Master in his speech to the Ladies and
was responsible for all the gentlemen present standing up to sing
‘If you were the only girl in the world’. Looking at the photographs
‘Dave the Uke’ looks very familiar!
The raffle in aid of the Master’s chosen charity Bliss raised £640.
Bliss helps to give babies born premature or sick the best possible
start in life working in hospitals giving information and support to
parents and neonatal research.
The Master was delighted that the Deacon of the Incorporation of
Fleshers, Glasgow was able to attend as a guest of the Company as
Vegas Elvis
both he and his wife Lynne had much enjoyed their visit to Glasgow
earlier this year. The Incorporation of Fleshers have extended an
invitation to the Company for their dinner in March 2018.

The Chaplain receives her raffle prize from Elvis
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Dave the Uke

The Master with the Master of the Company of Butchers
London and the Deacon of the Incorporation of Fleshers,
Glasgow

The Annual Church Service
As is the custom of the Company, the Annual Church Service is held at
the Parish and Guild Church of All Saints Pavement on the Sunday after
the Ladies Feast. This year we were delighted that the Governor and
Masters of all the York Guilds, the Master of the Worshipful Company
of London, and Deacon of the Incorporation of Fleshers Glasgow, were
able to attend and join us in processing from St. Crux to Church via the
Shambles and then from church to Jacobs Well for coffee and
refreshment. This year we were also joined by the Sherriff and
Sherriff’s Lady who joined us in the procession back. Grateful thanks
are extended to Past Master Andrew Trueman and John Sawdon who
were in charge of making the coffee and serving it along with the York Pies, fruit cake, cheese and biscuits.

Autumn Lunch
Past Master David Clapham was once again responsible for organising another
successful lunch at Bedern Hall. The
meal included hot smoked salmon
followed by fennel roasted pork and
finished with lemon tart. Cranswick
Country Foods very kindly donated
the loins of pork for the occasion.
The speaker after lunch was Toby
Kendall who works with the York
Archaeological Trust, being involved
in major projects including the excavation at Hungate which was the subject of his very interesting talk.
The next lunch will be held in the spring next year.

York Apprenticeship Graduation and Awards Ceremony 2017
The York Opera House provided the background for this year’s annual Apprenticeship Awards Ceremony and
presentation event.
Our Master Mr. David Lishman took centre stage along with the Governor and Masters of our fellow Guilds to present
over one hundred and twenty Apprentices with their commemorative scrolls in recognition of the completion of their
respective vocation / Academic Apprenticeship programmes.
This year I am pleased to report that three Butchery Apprentices were in attendance to receive their respective scrolls.
Ben Lacey who works at Weetons of Harrogate was the first to receive his scroll followed by Daniel Pilcher who has
been training with Butchers Block Butchers in the Burnholme area of York and finally Robbie Welford who is now a full
time employee of B. Glaves and Son of Brompton by Sawdon near Scarborough.
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All three recipients were Apprentices who had undergone off the job
education and training with Leeds City College’s Meat Technology Unit at
its Print Works Campus in Leeds.
Following the ceremony the Master along with the Clerk and myself had
the opportunity to meet with all three successful candidates and convey
the Gilds best wishes for the future.
Past Master David Clapham
Editor’s note: On arrival at the Opera House the Sherriff, when speaking to the
Master and the Clerk, did enquire whether there would be any York Pie as she had
thoroughly enjoyed the ones eaten at the Joint Guilds Church Service and the Butchers’ Church Service.

Lord Mayor’s Show
November 11th saw the 801st Lord Mayor’s Show in the City of London, the world’s largest unrehearsed procession and
the day that marks the first full day of office for the new Lord Mayor. 144 participants took part this year which included
two members of the York Gild.
The Worshipful Company of Butchers float included a Butchers van belonging to Gild Member John Wood and the Clerk
of the Gild could be seen as part of a team of 8 Liverymen holding on to a rather large inflatable rib of beef!

Photos courtesy of Phil McCarthy.

York Professionals
York Professionals is an organisation which supports and champions professional service providers in the city.
They have an active membership representing the professional services and run monthly networking events at
interesting venues around York. Their November meeting held at the Principal Hotel was entitled ‘Guilded York’ where
as the name suggests all the Guilds of York were invited and asked to give a ten minute
presentation on the history of the Guild, the Guild today and any future plans. All the
Companies and Guilds were represented on the evening:-The Company of Adventurers,
Company of Taylors, Company of Butchers, Company of Cordwainers, Gild of Freemen,
Guild of Building, Guild of Scriveners, Guild of Media Arts, and the Guild of Entrepreneurs.
After all the presentations there was a short question and answer session where a great
deal of interest was shown in our organisations, conversations which extended well into
the refreshments after the meeting. Many more people are now aware of our existence.
Jo Pickering , the Administrator of the York Professional has since written to the Guilds saying,- ‘The evening was a huge
success and you all gave such a fascinating insight into the amazing and inspiring Guilds we have in the city.’
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Carnifex Arts Section by Past Master Nigel Wright
Pieter Aertsen ‘The Butcher’s Stall’ (1551)

Oil on panel
th

123cm x 150cm

Museum Gustavianum, Uppsala, Sweden

th

In the 16 and 17 centuries it was quite common for theologians to see a slaughtered animal as symbolising the death
of a believer, with allusions to 'weak flesh' (Matthew 16:41).The viewer's senses are assaulted by the profusion of
comestibles, with the eye of a flayed ox's head disconcertingly watching over all – each object is a masterful still-life.
However, Aertsen has inverted the traditional foreground-subject relationship; his narrative occurs in two background
tableaux pictured below. Almost unnoticed at first, the stall permits glimpses of a tavern on the right and a country
landscape behind. The inn scene refers to the Sins of the Flesh – the ground is covered with oyster and mussel shells,
probably alluding to aphrodisiacs. Among the revellers is a whore with a possible customer.
In the left hand landscape, people in contemporary Dutch attire walk through the country towards the church, far left.
Only the mother on a donkey stops to give alms. She is the Virgin Mary with her son, led by Joseph, all journeying to
Egypt to escape Herod. This is a very different representation than the standard flight into Egypt – no idols fall, no
miracles occur, no halos signal divinity, no angels direct the way. Although beset by their own troubles, the Holy Family
shares what they have with the less fortunate. The scenes point to the choice of a materialistic existence on the one
hand and a spiritual path on the other. The inn scene is normally taken to represent the Prodigal Son working in a
tavern. However, in a butchery picture, wouldn’t it be more likely that he is working in an abattoir, pouring blood in the
de-clotting process? The slain fatted calf awaits the feast which is being prepared behind.
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Butchers and Drovers Charitable Institution

BDCI Launch Lean on Us
To help increase the spread of the good work BDCI does, we have launched an exciting new initiative designed to
communicate that practical help is available. ‘Lean On Us’ neatly sums up the core of everything that BDCI stands for,
and it represents the ultimate benefit that we offer… when you need extra help, just ‘Lean On Us’ and BDCI will be there
for you.
BDCI provides support for anyone in the UK and the Republic of Ireland who has been connected with the meat trade,
as well as their widows/widowers or dependents. Help is available, for those who maybe struggling to cope, for a
variety of needs including paying bills, repairs to the home, mobility equipment and nursing home fees.
Further details and a copy of the application form can be found on BDCI’s website: www.bdci.uk.com. Alternatively
applicants can contact BDCI directly by telephone on 01727 896094 or via e-mail info@bdci.uk.com.

In Memoriam
The funeral of Eileen Ballard the wife of Past Master, Ray Ballard was held at St. Mary's Church, Thirsk, on Wednesday
15th November 2017, the service being conducted by the Reverend Jane Nattrass, Chaplain of the Company. Several
Past Masters, Gild members and their partners were among the many people who attended. Our thoughts are with all
the family at this sad time.

NB. Unless otherwise stated the photographs in this issue are courtesy of David Hobman.

The Company of Butchers of the City of York – clerk@yorkbutchersgild.co.uk
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