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Dates for your Diary
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16 December 2015
Joint Guilds Carol Service

Welcome to the autumn edition of Carnifex.
After ten years there is a slightly different look to the newsletter which it is hoped that
you will approve of.
This edition cannot commence without a sincere thank you to Nigel Wright who has for
the last 10 years conscientiously produced and edited our newsletter. Sadly Nigel has
now retired from this role and we send him our very best wishes and sincere thanks for
all of his hard work over that time in producing 26 editions all of which have helped to
keep the members informed of all Gild activities, decisions and personnel.
*****************
Since the last newsletter the Master has been very busy attending the various
functions representing the Gild. One of those was on the 4th June 2015 when he was
invited along with the Clerk and Past Master Jeremy Selman to the Official launch of an
exhibition at Barley Hall entitled ‘Power and Glory: Life in the Time of Henry VIII’. The
Exhibition is about life in York in the time of Henry and is divided into different galleries
one of which is entitled ‘Henry and the Guilds’ which we as a Gild have sponsored.
Butchers are particularly featured as an example in this gallery. The Company was then
invited to a special viewing evening on 11th November when a number of members
gathered to spend a pleasant couple of hours looking around all the galleries partaking
of wine or soft drinks and nibbles.
Selection of photos from the Launch evening
and the Special viewing evening

12th January 2016
Full Court Meeting
9th February 2016
Shrove Tuesday Court and
Feast
10th May 2016
Court of Assistants Meeting

Photos courtesy J. Selman
and D. Hobman

12th June 2016
Joint Guilds Annual Church
Service.
9th August 2016
Full Court Meeting
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Master’s Day Out
The first Master’s Day Out was held in June at the Great Yorkshire Show
Ground in Harrogate. The day commenced with all those attending being
met by the Honorary President of the Great Yorkshire Show, Bill Cowling,
who then accompanied them to give a guided tour of the main show ring,
the new blacksmiths facility, (probably the best in the country), the Flower
Hall and Exhibition Centre concluding back at the President’s Suite for
lunch. After lunch the Master presented Bill Cowling with a cheque for the
Yorkshire Agricultural Society Charity. A most enjoyable day concluded
with an in depth tour of Fodder, the flagship food hall.
The Master with Bill Cowling, Honorary
President of Y.A.S and Charles Mills Deputy
President.

A Second Master’s Day Out
This year we were treated to a second Day Out as the visit arranged to R.A.F. Linton on Ouse late last year had to be
cancelled due to operational procedures.
This very interesting tour began in the Control Tower with stunning 360 degree views over the North Yorkshire
countryside, where the day to day workings were explained and the aircraft manoeuvres could be clearly observed.
It then proceeded down to Ground Control where the North Yorkshire airspace is monitored and finally a visit to the
hanger to see the Tucano aircraft where members were invited to sit in the cockpit as long as they did not touch the
eject button!!
Following lunch in the Officer’s Mess the day concluded with a visit to the
Memorial Room which contained records of all the men and aircraft that did
not return from the bombing raids of WW2 and photographs of the bombing
suffered by York and the surrounding areas.
Before departing the Master presented a cheque for the R.A.F. Benevolent
Fund to show our appreciation for a very interesting day.

Work in the Control Tower

The Master presenting a cheque to Lt. Lumsdon in aid of the R.A.F Benevolent Fund
Photos courtesy of Adam Bennett

*****************
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Our Clerk takes control!

Tri-Nations Butchers Challenge 2015

Team GB
Chris Glaysher, David Lishman, Maurice
Stephenson, Tom Wood, Andy Ayriss, Gary
Raeburn and GB Judge, Martin Eccles

The GB Tri-Nations Butchers Challenge team were narrowly pipped to
victory by New Zealand at the competition held in Auckland in
September. The team captain was our very own Senior Warden of
the Gild, David Lishman. This will have been the third year that David
has taken part in the competition which in 2013 was held in New
Zealand, 2014 in the United Kingdom and then back to New Zealand
this year. The five-day event takes the form of a study tour. It allows
butchers and supporters from each country to mingle, chat, and visit
other butchers shops, meat plants, farms and restaurants. David has
written a very interesting blog about the event which can be found
through the following link http://www.davidlishman.com/the-trinations-butchery-challenge-2015/
Congratulations to David and all the other members of the team.
*****************

Visit to the Worshipful Company of Butchers, London
The Master of the Gild is always very pleased to receive an invitation to a Livery Lunch at the Worshipful Company of
Butchers which usually takes place early in the New Year. In addition to that during the summer an invitation was
received by the Clerk for up to 10 of the members of the York Gild, who were not Liverymen, to visit the Worshipful
Company of Butchers in London on 10th September 2015 on the occasion of their meeting of Common Hall. This
meeting is usually restricted to Liverymen only so the
members of York were very privileged to receive such an
invitation.
The day commenced with a service at the Priory Church of
St. Bartholomew the Great in Smithfield. It was then
followed by a short walk to Ironmongers Hall, Barbican for
the meeting of Common Hall, where the new Master of the
Company, Patricia Dart, was declared.
Formalities over all present then enjoyed lunch in the
The Masters of the two Companies
wonderful surroundings of Ironmongers Hall before
Patricia Dart and Stephen Wilkinson.
departing back to Yorkshire.
Photo courtesy of Phil McCarthy

Ladies Feast and Annual Church Service

Members of the York Gild enjoying a pre-lunch drink.
Photo courtesy of Phil McCarthy

Towards the end of October two of the important occasions in the
year of the Gild are held over a weekend.
The Ladies Feast was held this year in Merchant Taylors’ Hall, Aldwark
on Saturday 24th October. Guests enjoyed an excellent meal including
Sirloin of Beef carved at the tables by a willing volunteer. Grateful
thanks to Dalziel Ltd for the generous donation of the beef.
Towards the end of the evening an Auction and raffle were held which
raised over £600 for charity. The Master had done an excellent job in

acquiring the wonderful prizes which were on offer. Guests then completed the evening listening and some dancing
to the Wurlitzer Jukebox.
Members of the Gild then assembled at St. Crux on the Sunday morning after the Ladies Feast to process, along with
the Masters from the other Guilds, to All Saints, Pavement to join the Civic Party, family and friends for the Annual
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Church Service. The Chaplain to the Gild, the Reverend Jane Nattrass preached a very interesting sermon which
began on a sporting theme (it being Rugby World Cup Weekend) by commenting that it was one nil to the Butchers
who had managed to hold their Annual Church Service on St Crispin’s Day. Since medieval times, October 25th has
been celebrated as St. Crispin's feast day and the shoemakers' (Cordwainers) holiday.
On leaving church, members, The Civic Party, guests, family and friends then processed up to Jacobs Well for coffee,
pork pie, fruit cake and cheese.

A selection of photographs from the Ladies Feast and Annual Church Service
Photographs courtesy of David Hobman
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York Against Cancer
At the end of October Immediate Past Master David Clapham visited the
Huntington base of the cancer charity, York Against Cancer, to present a cheque
for £1000 to the General Manager Julie Russell on behalf of the Gild. This was
made up of monies raised at the Ladies Feast in October 2014 and a raffle at the
Master’s Day Out that year.
The Immediate Past Master said he had chosen York Against Cancer partly because his wife was a cancer patient.
“It’s a charity that does good work for the people of York, and it’s nice to have a local charity benefit,” he said.
Those of you who live in York will probably have seen that the presentation made the local evening press.
*****************

York Apprenticeship Graduation and Awards Ceremony
The fifth annual York Apprenticeship and Awards Ceremony, was held at the Royal York Hotel this month. Since the
beginning, this ceremony has been supported by all the Guilds in York and this year was no different. Unfortunately
due to recent surgery the Master was unable to attend, the Company was therefore represented by Immediate Past
Master David Clapham who joined the Masters from the other York Guilds in presenting the awards.
After attending last year’s Ceremony as Master, David Clapham has been busy working with the York Apprenticeship
Hub, which is a City of York Council led partnership with training providers and the National Apprenticeship Service,
with the result that for the first time since its inception, a Butchery Apprentice received an award. He was George
Brown and is employed by B. Glaves and Sons, Butchers at Brompton-by-Sawdon, Scarborough.
*****************

In Memoriam
Alfred Edward Jones - Ted to all who knew him.
It was very sad to hear at the end of October of the death of Ted Jones who had been a member of the Gild since
1992.
On leaving the RAF Ted was invited to join the family business – Fred Funk Butchers in
Sheffield- by his father in law. Together with his wife Margaret they ran the shop from the
days of rationing until the late 1980’s. On retiring he carried on in the meat trade by
organising the Great Yorkshire Pork Pie and Sausage Competition.
Ted was a very popular person in the National Federation of Meat and Food Traders. He was
President of the Sheffield Pork Butchers Association for 24 years, President of the West
Yorkshire Council of Butchers, on three occasions President of the Yorkshire Butcher’s Council
and twice President of the Federation’s Pork and Bacon section.
In 2008 in recognition of all the years’ service that Ted had given to the trade, the Confederation of Yorkshire
Butchers Councils created the ‘Ted Jones Supreme Pork Pie Award’ for the best pork pie made in Yorkshire. The
trophy has been hotly contested each year and it always gave Ted great pleasure in presenting it to the latest
recipient.
Ted and Margaret travelled all over the country to attend the National Federation Conference the last being in 2014
and he always attended the Shrove Tuesday Feast of the Gild with his son Ian.
Ted was not only a Gentleman but a gentle man, a good and loyal friend, a nicer person you could not wish to meet.
Terry McEvoy
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